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1 Introduction 
 

1.1.1 This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) has been prepared by North West Tree 
Consultancy Ltd in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, 
demolition and construction – Recommendations. 

 
1.1.2 This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) supports the Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment (AIA) and Tree Survey prepared for the proposed development at 28 Erica 
Drive, Manchester, M19 1NP. 

 
1.1.3 This AMS outlines specific measures to avoid or minimise damage to retained trees 

during construction. 

 
1.1.4 The AMS should be read in conjunction with the AIA (Ref:NWTCAIA/RG01) and the Tree 

Survey (Ref: NWTCTS/RG01). 

 
 
 

2 Arboricultural Method Statement 
 

2.1.1 The purpose of this method statement is to demonstrate how any aspect of the 
proposed development that may damage or result in harm to a retained tree can be 
implemented along with the provision of adequate levels of protection for trees that 
are to be retained. 

 
2.1.2 Any protection measures required should be in accordance with this method 

statement and remain in situ for the duration of the works. 

 
2.1.3 No works or delivery of materials is to occur until all relevant protection methods 

are in situ and briefed to the relevant staff on site in accordance with this method 
statement. 
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3 Protective measures during Construction and 
Demolition 

 
3.1.1 Protective measures are to be installed before any works commence on site. 

 
3.1.2 These should be sited and in accordance with the Tree Protection Plan detailed in 

Drawing 1 to this report. 

 
3.1.3 Upon installation of protective measures around the retained trees, the project 

arboriculturist will visit the site to ensure the specifications and location are correct. 

 
3.1.4 Should any of the protective fencing or signage become damaged during the 

construction, the project arboriculturist should be informed immediately and the 
damage be rectified within a timely period. 

 
3.1.5 No equipment, vehicles or plant shall operate beyond the protective barrier fencing. 

Booms, hoists and rigs should be kept as far away from the canopies of trees as is 
reasonably practicable at all times. 

 
3.1.6 Where it is necessary for plant and machinery to operate within 5 metres from the 

tree canopy, this should be carried out with extreme caution and under the control of 
a banksman to ensure no injurious contact is made with the tree from machinery. 

 
3.1.7 The protective measures will remain in place until the completion of all works.  
 
3.1.8 On completion of the works, they will be carefully dismantled and removed upon 

agreement with the project arboriculturist or Local Authority Tree Officer. 
 

3.1.9 Temporary ground protection will be required to allow access around the footprint 
of the proposed extension to construct foundations.  

 
3.1.10 Specifications should meet those set out below under Temporary Ground 

Protection. 



Arboricultural Method Statement | 28 Erica Drive | Manchester 

 
 
 

 

4 Temporary Ground Protection 
 

4.1.1 Temporary ground protection will be required on site to mitigate any potential 
damage and or compaction to the RPA of T001.  

4.1.2 The implementation of the development cannot be undertaken without temporary 
ground protection particularly where access is required within RPA. 

4.1.3 The specifications will be followed as set out below and carried out under direct 
supervision from the project Arboriculturist.  

 
4.1.4 Temporary ground protection should be capable of supporting any traffic entering 

and using the site without being distorted or causing compaction of the underlying 
soil. Dependent on the type of construction traffic likely to enter the site, ground 
protection measures should be installed prior to entering the site and should conform 
to the specifications detailed below. 

 
4.1.5 An example is shown below in Figure 1. 

 

 
Suitable ground protection could comprise of one of the following: 
 
 

a) For pedestrian movement only, a single thickness of scaffold boards placed either on top of a 
driven scaffold frame, so as to form a suspended walkway, or on top of a compression resistant 
layer (e.g. 100mmdepth of woodchip), laid onto a geotextile membrane; 

b) For pedestrian-operated plant up to a gross weight of 2 t, proprietary, inter-linked ground 
protection boards placed on top of a compression-resistant layer (e.g. 150mm depth of woodchip), 
laid onto a geotextile membrane; 

c) For wheeled or tracked construction traffic exceeding 2 t gross weight, an alternative system (e.g. 
proprietary systems or pre-cast reinforced concrete slabs) to an engineering specification 
designed in conjunction with arboricultural advice, to accommodate the likely loading to which it 
will be subjected. 
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FIGURE 1: Example temporary ground protection to be used within RPA. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

5 Construction Exclusion Zone 
 

5.1.1 A Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) is a designated area where construction or 
activity of any kind is prohibited. There should be no storage of materials, parking of 
vehicles or machinery, loading or unloading of machinery in this area. The CEZ is 
denoted by the protective barrier fencing as detailed on the Tree Protection Plan on 
Drawing 1 of this report. 
 
 
Additional precautionary measures outside the Construction 
Exclusion Zone. 

 
 
5.1.2 Fires, if required on site should be avoided wherever possible. Where fires are 

unavoidable, they should not be lit in a position where heat could affect the foliage or 
branches of trees. The size of fire and the direction of the wind should be taken into 
account when determining its location, it should be attended at all times until safe to 
leave. 
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6 Protective Barrier Fencing 
 

6.1.1 Protective barrier fencing will be required for the duration of the construction phase 
of the proposed development. 

 
6.1.2 Protective barrier fencing should be fit for purpose for excluding construction 

activity along with being appropriate to the degree and proximity of the work taking 
place. 

 
6.1.3 The fencing is to comprise of 2m tall welded mesh panels on rubber or concrete feet. 

Panels are to be joined together using a minimum of two anti-tamper couplers, 
installed in such a way that they can only be removed from inside the fence. The 
panels should be supported on the inner side by stabiliser struts, which should be 
attached to a base plate and secured with ground pins. Examples of the protective 
fencing can be found in Figures 2 & 3. “Tree Protection Zone – Keep Out” will be 
attached with cable ties to every other panel, an example of which can be found in 
Figure 4. 
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Figure 2: BS5837: 2012 –Default specification for protective barriers 
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Figure 3: BS5837: 2012 – Alternative specification for protective barriers 
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Figure 4: Example Tree Protection Area warning sign 
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7 Installation of Strip Foundations within the Root 
Protection Area 

 
7.1.1 Where strip foundations are required within the RPA, works shall proceed under 

direct arboricultural supervision and with due regard to minimising disturbance to 
retained trees and their rooting environment. 

 
7.1.2 The following methodology will be applied: 

 
• All excavation within the RPA will be carried out under direct supervision of the project 

arboriculturist. 
 

• A site briefing will be provided to operatives to ensure that tree protection measures and 
excavation protocols are understood and followed. 

 
 

• Strip foundation trenches within the RPA will be excavated by hand or, where practical, 
an air spade to carefully expose roots. 
 

• Roots encountered with a diameter of <25mm will only be severed with the express 
agreement of the project arboriculturist, and only where retention is not practicable. 

 
 

• No roots >50mm diameter will be removed without prior consent from the project 
arboriculturist, and only in exceptional circumstances. 

 
• All cuts will be made cleanly to promote callusing and reduce the risk of pathogen 

infection. 
 

 
• Exposed roots will be wrapped with damp hessian or kept shaded and moist during 

works to prevent desiccation. 
 

• Where roots are retained beneath or adjacent to the strip foundation, measures will be 
implemented to prevent direct root contact with wet concrete by the use of trench lining 
with heavy duty plastic sheeting or a geotextile membrane. 

 
 

• Concrete pour will be carefully controlled to avoid spillages or washings into adjacent 
soils. 
 

• Where voids are present between the trench face and retained roots, these will be 
backfilled with inert, friable material to prevent air pockets and to protect roots. 

 
 

• Excavated spoil will not be stored within the RPA to prevent soil compaction. 
 

• Removal will be carried out by hand or with light machinery operating outside the RPA 
where possible.   
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• The supervising arboriculturist shall record the works and confirm compliance with 

BS5837:2012 recommendations.  
 
 
 
 

8 Site Management 
 

8.1.1 The site manager will be responsible for the briefing to all personnel during all 
stages of the development including personnel of whom will be working adjacent to 
the canopies and RPAs of the retained trees. 

 
8.1.2 The site manager will provide a copy of this method statement including the tree 

protection plan to all relevant personnel on site. 

 
8.1.3 The site manager will be responsible for the running of the site and ensuring the 

protection of the retained trees, liaising with the project arboriculturist regarding any 
such matters relating to the trees, ensuring that the movement of plant, mixing of 
materials, excavations other than those necessary to facilitate the works, pouring, 
mixing or storage of any caustic materials is excluded from the RPAs of the retained 
trees. 

 
8.1.4 Any damage to the trees or parts of the trees will be documented by the site manager 

and will be reported to the project arboriculturist immediately where work will cease 
until the project arboriculturist has inspected the damage, and where appropriate 
agreed a mitigation method with the Local Planning Authority Tree Officer. 

 

 
8.1.5 If the site manager designates another person to take charge of the site in his 

absence, then the site manager will be responsible for informing the new person of 
all relevant information relating to the protection of the retained trees. 

 
8.1.6 If any pruning works are required during the works, then permission must be sought 

from the tree owners and Local Planning Authority before being carried out.  
 
8.1.7 Any pruning works will be carried out by trained, competent arborists in accordance 

with BS3998 (2010) Tree work – Recommendations. 
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9 Monitoring and Supervision 
 

9.1.1 The development’s tree protection measures are to be monitored at all times and all 
construction works within the RPA of retained trees is to be supervised by the 
project arboriculturist, who will retain a record of observations at appropriate 
intervals of the construction phase. 

 
 
 
Supervised activities 
 
 

9.1.2 The project arboriculturist will be required to attend site to supervise the following 
measures: 

 
1. Location of protective measures. 

 
2. Any excavations or exploratory investigations and excavations required 

within or adjacent to the RPAs including root pruning. 

 
3. Removal of protective measures. 

 

 
4. Sign off by project arboriculturist. 
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10 Prohibited Works within the Root Protection Area 
 

• Any mechanical excavation or scraping works to be carried out in the defined Root 
Protection Area. 

 
• The leaning or attachment of objects to any of the retained trees. 

 
 

• The washing of machinery or plant is prohibited within 10m of any retained trees. 
 

• Chemicals and materials are not to be stored, used or mixed within the Root Protection 
Area. 

 
 

• Cement silos, mixing sites are to be positioned within a bunded area to prevent pillage 
or leakage of chemicals into the soil which can cause harm to retained trees. They are 
to be sited well clear of the retained trees. 

 
• Refueling of plant and machinery is prohibited within 10m of retained trees. 

 
 

• The siting of re-fueling/mixing/washing of plant and materials should be positioned 
with the slope of the land in mind so as not to cause run off and spillage into the rooting 
area of the retained trees. 

 
• The storage of any caustic materials should be stored at a reasonable distance away 

from the rooting area of the retained trees with particular attention paid to the slope of 
the land. 
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11 Sequence of Works 
 
Table 2: Sequence of Works 
 

Stage Event 

1 Pre – commencement meeting 

2 
Installation of protective measures in accordance with the Tree 
Protection Plan 

3 Site set up 

4 Undertake and complete construction works 

5 Removal of all construction vehicles and materials from site 

6 Dismantle all Tree Protection measures 

7 Sign off by project arboriculturist 
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12  Qualifications 
 

• ABC Level 4 Diploma in Arboriculture 
• ABC Level 4 Certificate in Arboriculture 
• Professional Tree Inspection (Lantra Awards) 

 
 
Membership 
 

• Technician member of the Arboricultural Association (TechArborA) 
• Associate member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters 
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APPENDECIES 
 

 
Appendix A: Arboricultural Monitoring and Supervision sign off checklist 



 
 
 

 

APPENDIX A: ARBORICULTURAL MONITORING AND SUPERVISION SIGN OFF CHECKLIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 3: Arboricultural Monitoring and Supervision Sign off Checklist. 
 
 
 

Tree Number Task Completion 
Date Signed (Project 

arboriculturist) 
Signed (Site 

Manager) 

All  Location of protective measures    

T001 

Excavations or exploratory 
investigations and excavations 
required within or adjacent to the 
RPA. 

   

All Removal of protective measures.    

All Sign off by project arboriculturist    
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DRAWINGS 
 

 
Drawing 1 – Tree Protection Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DRAWING 1: TREE PROTECTION PLAN 
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