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1 Introduction

1.1.1  This Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) has been prepared by North West
Tree Consultancy Ltd in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction — Recommendations.

1.1.2  This AIA utilizes the Tree Survey Data within the Tree Survey (ref: NWTCTS/RG01)
to assess the potential impacts arising from the proposed development and to inform
recommendations for tree protection and retention.

2 Arboricultural Impact Assessment

2.1.1 Issues that may need to be addressed in an arboricultural impact assessment between
the trees and the proposed development are as follows:

e The effect and extent of the proposed development within the root protection
arcas (RPAs) of retained trees;

e Potential conflicts of tree canopies of retained trees upon the proposed
development;

e The likelihood of future remedial works to retained trees which are beyond
usual management schedules.

Trees to be Removed

2.1.2  The implementation of the proposed development does not require the removal of
any retained trees on site.

Table 3: Number of individual trees to be removed

N/A N/A 0 0
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Table 4: Number of groups to be removed

u B

N/A N/A N/A N/A

Trees to be Pruned

2.1.3 Some pruning works may be required to T002 to allow access to erect scaffolding
equipment.

2.1.4 All pruning works if required, will be agreed with the tree owner and LPA before
any works commence.

2.1.5 All works should be carried out by trained, competent contractors to British
Standard 3998.
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3 Proposed Root Pruning

3.1.1

3.1.5

Minor root pruning will be required on TOO01 to facilitate the proposed extension
foundations.

Where minor roots, typically <25mm in diameter are encountered during excavation,
they will be severed cleanly using sharp, sterilised hand tools such as secateurs or a
hand saw.

Root pruning will be carried out under direct supervision of the project
arboriculturist where necessary, ensuring that cuts are made back to healthy tissue in
order to encourage effective wound closure and regrowth.

Exposed roots will be covered with damp hessian or soil as soon as practicably
possible to prevent desiccation.

All works will adhere to BS 5837:2012 and follow best practice guidance to
minimize the risk of damage to tree health and stability.

The area of the rooting area required for pruning is shown in Drawing 1 of this
report and is denoted by a red hatch.
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4 Tree Protection Measures

4.1.1

4.1.1.1

The following information outlines the key initial considerations for determining the
correct level of tree protection required on site.

Protective measures in response to the impacts identified within this AIA are set out
within the Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS), (ref: NWTCAMS/RGO01) and includes
the Tree Protection Plan (TPP), which illustrates the location of protective fencing and
other relevant mitigation measures in accordance with BS5837: 2012.

Root Protection Areas

4.1.2

As per BS 5837: 2012, a Root Protection Area (RPA) has been assigned to each tree or
group of trees and is based on the stem diameter at 1.5m above ground level. This area
represents the minimum area around each tree that must be left undisturbed to ensure its
survival.

Tree roots are typically found in the first 600mm of soil and most of the fine roots that
absorb nutrients and water are found close to the surface.

Root morphology is influenced by site conditions past and present (including roads,
buried structures and underground services), soil type, drainage and topography. Due to
these influencing conditions, tree roots may not be a circular area centered on the tree
stem.

Ground Contamination

4.1.5

4.1.6

Storage areas for fuels and oils should not be located within 10 metres of any retained
tree due to the risk of soil contamination caused by accidental spillage.

Care and attention should be taken particularly when working on or near slopes to avoid
unintentional runoff of harmful materials into the rooting areas of retained trees.
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Underground Utilities

4.1.7 No underground utility drawings have been provided and no assessment has been made
to the position of tree roots and the likely location of any new utility services. It is
therefore presumed for the purposes of this report that all new utilities will be
positioned outside of the Root Protection Areas.

4.1.8 Where the installation of new services within the RPA of retained trees is unavoidable,
appropriate work methods will be required in order to ensure that the safe long-term
health and survival of the tree is maintained. This process will require additional
consultation with the project arboriculturist before any works commence. An additional
Arboricultural Method Statement may be necessary to implement these works
effectively.

Ground Level Changes

4.1.9 A rise or reduction in ground level can have a serious implication on the longevity and
health of the trees. Minor changes (up to 100mm) can be tolerated in some cases but
largely dependent on the tree species, health, condition and growing environment.

4.1.10 Existing ground levels within the RPA should be maintained.
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Drainage & Storm Water Run-off

4.1.11 Drainage and storm water run-off requires due consideration. This is to prevent
excessive and/or polluted run-off into the rooting area of retained trees. Where possible
any drainage of foul water should be directed away from the rooting area of the retained
trees.

Construction Exclusion Zone

4.1.1 A Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) is a designated area where construction or
activity of any kind is prohibited. There should be no storage of materials, parking of
vehicles or machinery, loading or unloading of machinery in this area. The CEZ is
denoted by the protective barrier fencing as detailed on the Tree Protection Plan on
Drawing 1 of the Arboricultural Method Statement (ref: NWTCAMS/RGOI).
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5 Recommendations

Pre-Construction Tree Care

5.1.1  All trees if required should receive such works as detailed under Recommendations in
the Tree Survey Schedule provided within the Tree Survey (ref:- NWTCTS/RGOI).

5.1.2  All tree works must be carried out by suitably qualified and experienced contractors in
accordance with British Standard 3998: 2010 ‘Tree work-Recommendations.

Arboricultural Impact Assessment | 28 Erica Drive | Manchester



6 Qualifications

e ABC Level 4 Diploma in Arboriculture
o ABC Level 4 Certificate in Arboriculture
o Professional Tree Inspection (Lantra Awards)

Membership

e Technician member of the Arboricultural Association (TechArborA)
e Associate member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters

7 Bibliography

British Standards 3998 (2010) Tree work — Recommendations UK; British Standards
Institution

e British Standards 4428 (1989) Code of practice for general landscape operations
(excluding hard surfaces).

e British Standards 5837 (2012) Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction -
Recommendations; British Standards Institution.

e Department for Leveling Up, Housing and Communities (2024). National Planning Policy
Framework. Published 12 December 2024. Amended 7 February 2025. London: DLUHC.

e Hirons, A., & Thomas, P. (2017). Applied Tree Biology
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DRAWING 1: TREE IMPACT PLAN
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