
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Atkinson 
Planning - Case Officer 
Strategic Development Directorate 
Manchester City Council 
P 0 Box 532 
Manchester 
M60 2LA 

1 June 2020 
Dear Jennifer, 

Re: Application number 126431/FO/2020 - Erection of a multi-use arena 

I am writing on behalf of Downtown in Business to support the application for a new arena. 
Downtown in Business is an award-winning business organisation with a membership of over 
900 companies from across the region. 

This is precisely the type of proposal that Manchester needs to build back better following 
coronavirus. A state-of-the-art, £350 million arena, to further cement its status as a world-
class place to live, work and invest. 

The application will continue the renewal of East Manchester via sports and leisure facilities, 
which in turn has helped bring life back to New Islington, Ancoats and the Northern Quarter 
as you head back towards the city centre. Our members will have benefitted from this 
renewal just as they will from the impact of the proposed arena, and the confidence that 
£350m of private investment brings. Private investment and confidence are particularly 
important at the moment due to the anticipated downturn as a result of coronavirus. In fact, 
this shovel-ready project, good-to-go from September, could not be better timed. 

It will create 3,350 construction jobs with the estimated build cost of £300m. Related orders 
into the supply chain will support a further 6,500 construction workers across 800 firms in the 
region. Without these orders, many of these jobs would be lost and firms at risk of closure. It 
is estimated the arena could mitigate the impact of the downturn on the construction sector by 
some 20%. 

An additional arena will also add £1bn+ to Greater Manchester's visitor economy over the 
next 20 years. The vast majority of this (85%) would benefit businesses in the city centre, 
where the transport connections are located alongside the majority of hotels, bars and 
restaurants. 
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Which is why I support this proposal. It is a win-win-win: good for East Manchester, good 
for the city, good for our members. So that's good enough for me. 

Yours sincerely 
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