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fgt. MANCHESTER 
VA-4,1 CITY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Atkinson  

RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity 
Way, East Of Joe Mercer Way, West Of Alan Turing Way And North Of The Ashton 
Canal At The Etihad Campus 
1 message 

Lynda Griffin < 30 April 2020 at 17:32 
To: Jennifer Atkinson  
Cc: Alan Lowe < Andrew Charnock < Darren Embury 
< gregg mitchell < Jennifer McKinney 

Landuse <  

Jennifer, 

Application number: 126431/F0/2020 

Proposal: Erection of a multi-use arena (Use Class D2) (61082 sqm) with a partially illuminated 
external facade together with ancillary retail/commercial uses (Classes A1, A3 and A4), with highways, access, 
servicing, landscaping, public realm and other associated works. 

Location: Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe Mercer Way, West Of Alan Turing Way And North 
Of The Ashton Canal At The Etihad Campus, Manchester, 

I refer to the above application and make the following comments from a Metrolink perspective: 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Metrolink have had some discussion with the Developer with regards to the interface with Metrolink and general travel 
demand for events. These discussions have been very high level and whilst Metrolink have no objection to the 
proposals there are a number of details that need to be agreed prior to the Development coming into use. The 
developer is aware that successful transport solutions to/from events is multimodal and this is discussed in their 
Planning Documentation. 

The submitted Planning Statement and Transport Assessment refer to Metrolink ensuring that "every possible 
Metrolink Service was operated by a double unit". I understand that this arrangement was not offered and depending 
upon the nature of the event may not be necessary but could, in any event, not be guaranteed. It is proposed that a 
Framework Document is agreed between the Developer and TfGM which will set out the overarching principles of 
'Travel Demand Management' by all modes for events. This Framework Document will then be used to agree event 
specific 'Operational Plans'. 

The corralling at the Etihad Trams stop was designed to accommodate the Etihad Stadium and the suitability of the 
current arrangement and capacity should be assessed for when events clash. Any required changes would need to 
be discussed and agreed with Metrolink but would clearly need to be at the developer's cost. It is worth noting that the 
extents of Metrolink controlled land in this area is limited and any therefore any changes may require agreement with 
the adjacent landowners. 

The illuminated band around the top of the arena gives Metrolink a little bit of concern. Whilst we operate at a lower 
level we are concerned that the illumination will be substantially brighter than the tram corridor and any pulsing of the 
lights resulting from the moving image panels could create issues for tram drivers. The luminosity of this lighting and 
screens should be capable of being dimmed and safe levels agreed on site with Metrolink post construction. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1665415900... 1/3 
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Due to the proximity of the development to the operational Metrolink line we would request that the following 
conditions are applied to any planning permission for this development: 

CONDITIONS 

1. Working Safely Near Metrolink 

No development shall take place, including any works of demolition, until a Construction Management Plan (CMP) 
with detailed method statements of construction and risk assessments, has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority (approval to be in consultation with Transport for 
Greater Manchester in respects to working safely near Metrolink). The approved CMP shall include agreed safe 
methods of working adjacent to the Metrolink Hazard Zone and shall be adhered to throughout the construction 
period. The CMP shall provide for: - 

• the retention of 24hr unhindered access to all Metrolink Infrastructure; 

• loading and unloading of plant and materials; 

• construction and demolition methods to be used; including the use of cranes (which must not oversail the tramway); 

• measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction and; 

Reason: 

1. To safeguard the amenities of the locality. 

2. To ensure that the developer complies with all the necessary system clearances and agrees safe methods of 
working to meet the safety requirements of working above and adjacent to the Metrolink system. Further details can 
be found via the Metrolink Website at; https://www.ffgm.com/public-transport/tram/working-safely  

2. Travel Demand Management 

No development shall take place until a Framework Travel Demand Management Document has been submitted to 
and approved in writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority (approval to be in consultation with 
Transport for Greater Manchester). This document shall set out the principles and timescales relating to how event 
specific Operational Plans will be developed and agreed. 

Reason: In the interests of safely managing the travelling public for events and across Greater Manchester. 

3. Crowd Management at Etihad Tram Stop 

No development shall take place until a full assessment of the crowd management corralling system at the Etihad 
Tram Stop has been submitted to and approved in writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority 
(approval to be in consultation with Transport for Greater Manchester). Any changes considered necessary to meet 
the new demand must be agreed by Metrolink and must be introduced prior to the Development coming into use. 

Reason: In the interests of public safety and that of Metrolink customers. 

4. Driver distraction  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1665415900... 2/3 
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Prior to the development being brought into use the levels of lighting and potential distraction to tram drivers must be 
assessed on site during the hours of darkness and amended as necessary. 

Reason: To ensure that the lighting from the development does not adversely impact the safe operation of Metrolink. 

Regards 

Lynda 

Lynda Griffin 

Approvals and Consents Manager 
Metrolink 
Transport for Greater Manchester 

2 Piccadilly Place, Manchester M1 3BG 

Mobile  
Office fax  
www.tfgm.com  

Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to! 

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or 
other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by individuals or entities other than the intended 
recipient is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender immediately and delete the email 
and any attachments. As a public body, Transport for Greater Manchester may be required to disclose this email or 
any response to it under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, unless the information in it is covered by one of the 
exemptions in the Act. 
This email has been scanned for all viruses and passed through Content Control by the iCritical Email Security 
System. 
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4
MANCHESTER 

..40%. CITY COUNCIL 
Jennifer Atkinson  

RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity 
Way, East Of Joe Mercer Way, West Of Alan Turing Way And North Of The Ashton 
Canal At The Etihad Campus 
1 message 

Lynda Griffin < 26 May 2020 at 14:55 
To: Jennifer Atkinson  
Cc: Alan Lowe < Andrew Charnock < Darren Embury 
< gregg mitchell < Jennifer McKinney 

Landuse <  

Jennifer, 

I agree that the Framework Travel Demand Plan and the Crowd Management do not need to be discharged pre-
commencement but there is concern that 'prior to first use' may get lost and not leave sufficient time for the issues to 
be satisfactorily addressed prior to pressure being applied for the first use. 

Could we ask that if the Framework document if not produced pre-commencement that it is produced at least 6 
months prior to first use of the development to ensure Metrolink are not put under tight timescales to agree important 
protocols that will be with us forever. 

Regards 

Lynda 

Lynda Griffin 

Approvals and Consents Manager 
Metrolink 
Transport for Greater Manchester 

2 Piccadilly Place, Manchester M1 3BG 

Mobile  
Office fax  
www.tfgm.com  

Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to! 

From: Jennifer Atkinson  
Sent: 13 May 2020 13:58 
To: Lynda Griffin <  
Cc: Alan Lowe < Andrew Charnock < Darren Embury 
< gregg mitchell < Jennifer McKinney 

Landuse <  
Subject: Re: Planning Application 126431/F0/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe Mercer 
Way, West Of Alan Turing Way And North Of The Ashton Canal At The Etihad Campus 

Lynda 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1667761554... 1/5 
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26/05/2020 Manchester City Council Mail - RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe ... 

Thanks for the comments below. With regards to the conditions you have suggested, whilst I accept the 
construction management condition should be a pre commencement condition, I consider the travel plan and crowd 
management plans are something which we can agree prior to first use. Would you agree? 

Thanks 

Jen 

Jennifer Atkinson 

Principal Planner 

Development Management North 

Planning Building Control and Licensing - Growth and Development 

Manchester City Council 

Tel:  

Mobile:  

Email:   

www.manchester.gov.uk  

Location address: Manchester City Council Town Hall Extension Lloyd Street Manchester M2 5DB. 

Postal Address: Manchester City Council P.O. Box 532 Town Hall Manchester M60 2LA 

[Please note I am currently working  from home until further notice. I can be contacted directly on my mobile 

On Thu, 30 Apr 2020 at 17:32, Lynda Griffin wrote: 

,.. 

Application number: 126431/F0/2020 

Proposal: Erection of a multi-use arena (Use Class D2) (61082 sqm) with a partially illuminated 
external facade together with ancillary retail/commercial uses (Classes A1, A3 and A4), with highways, access, 
servicing, landscaping, public realm and other associated works. 

Location: Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe Mercer Way, West Of Alan Turing Way And 
North Of The Ashton Canal At The Etihad Campus, Manchester, 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1667761554... 2/5 
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26/05/2020 Manchester City Council Mail - RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe ... 

I refer to the above application and make the following comments from a Metrolink perspective: 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Metrolink have had some discussion with the Developer with regards to the interface with Metrolink and general 
travel demand for events. These discussions have been very high level and whilst Metrolink have no objection to 
the proposals there are a number of details that need to be agreed prior to the Development coming into use. The 
developer is aware that successful transport solutions to/from events is multimodal and this is discussed in their 
Planning Documentation. 

The submitted Planning Statement and Transport Assessment refer to Metrolink ensuring that "every possible 
Metrolink Service was operated by a double unit". I understand that this arrangement was not offered and 
depending upon the nature of the event may not be necessary but could, in any event, not be guaranteed. It is 
proposed that a Framework Document is agreed between the Developer and TfGM which will set out the 
overarching principles of 'Travel Demand Management' by all modes for events. This Framework Document will 
then be used to agree event specific 'Operational Plans'. 

The corralling at the Etihad Trams stop was designed to accommodate the Etihad Stadium and the suitability of the 
current arrangement and capacity should be assessed for when events clash. Any required changes would need to 
be discussed and agreed with Metrolink but would clearly need to be at the developer's cost. It is worth noting that 
the extents of Metrolink controlled land in this area is limited and any therefore any changes may require 
agreement with the adjacent landowners. 

The illuminated band around the top of the arena gives Metrolink a little bit of concern. Whilst we operate at a lower 
level we are concerned that the illumination will be substantially brighter than the tram corridor and any pulsing of 
the lights resulting from the moving image panels could create issues for tram drivers. The luminosity of this 
lighting and screens should be capable of being dimmed and safe levels agreed on site with Metrolink post 
construction. 

Due to the proximity of the development to the operational Metrolink line we would request that the following 
conditions are applied to any planning permission for this development: 

CONDITIONS 

1. Working Safely Near Metrolink 

No development shall take place, including any works of demolition, until a Construction Management Plan (CMP) 
with detailed method statements of construction and risk assessments, has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority (approval to be in consultation with Transport for 
Greater Manchester in respects to working safely near Metrolink). The approved CMP shall include agreed safe 
methods of working adjacent to the Metrolink Hazard Zone and shall be adhered to throughout the construction 
period. The CMP shall provide for: - 

• the retention of 24hr unhindered access to all Metrolink Infrastructure; 

• loading and unloading of plant and materials; 

• construction and demolition methods to be used; including the use of cranes (which must not oversail the 
tramway); 

• measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction and; 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1667761554... 3/5 
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26/05/2020 Manchester City Council Mail - RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe ... 

Reason: 

1. To safeguard the amenities of the locality. 

2. To ensure that the developer complies with all the necessary system clearances and agrees safe methods of 
working to meet the safety requirements of working above and adjacent to the Metrolink system. Further details 
can be found via the Metrolink Website at; https://www.ffgm.com/public-transport/tram/working-safely  

2. Travel Demand Management 

No development shall take place until a Framework Travel Demand Management Document has been submitted to 
and approved in writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority (approval to be in consultation 
with Transport for Greater Manchester). This document shall set out the principles and timescales relating to how 
event specific Operational Plans will be developed and agreed. 

Reason: In the interests of safely managing the travelling public for events and across Greater Manchester. 

3. Crowd Management at Etihad Tram Stop 

No development shall take place until a full assessment of the crowd management corralling system at the Etihad 
Tram Stop has been submitted to and approved in writing by Manchester City Council the Local Planning Authority 
(approval to be in consultation with Transport for Greater Manchester). Any changes considered necessary to meet 
the new demand must be agreed by Metrolink and must be introduced prior to the Development coming into use. 

Reason: In the interests of public safety and that of Metrolink customers. 

4. Driver distraction 

Prior to the development being brought into use the levels of lighting and potential distraction to tram drivers must 
be assessed on site during the hours of darkness and amended as necessary. 

Reason: To ensure that the lighting from the development does not adversely impact the safe operation of 
Metrolink. 

Regards 

Lynda 

Lynda Griffin 

Approvals and Consents Manager 
Metrolink 
Transport for Greater Manchester 

2 Piccadilly Place, Manchester M1 3BG 
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26/05/2020 Manchester City Council Mail - RE: Planning Application 126431/FO/2020 Consultation - Site South Of Sportcity Way, East Of Joe ... 

Mobile  
Office fax  
www.tfgm.com  

Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to! 

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they 
are addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, 
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by individuals or entities 
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender 
immediately and delete the email and any attachments. As a public body, Transport for Greater Manchester may 
be required to disclose this email or any response to it under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, unless the 
information in it is covered by one of the exemptions in the Act. 
This email has been scanned for all viruses and passed through Content Control by the iCritical Email Security 
System. 

********************************************************************** 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received 

this email in error please notify the system manager. The full text of the Council's email disclaimer is available at  www.manchester.gov.uk/emaildisclaimer.  

Your personal data is very important to us. Please refer to our privacy notice at  www.manchester.gov.uk/privacy  for further information. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses. 

********************************************************************** 

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or 
other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by individuals or entities other than the intended 
recipient is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender immediately and delete the email 
and any attachments. As a public body, Transport for Greater Manchester may be required to disclose this email or 
any response to it under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, unless the information in it is covered by one of the 
exemptions in the Act. 
This email has been scanned for all viruses and passed through Content Control by the iCritical Email Security 
System. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5af9fe4a6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1665415900035747310%7Cmsg-f%3A1667761554... 5/5 
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