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INTRODUCTION

This Heritage statement has been produced on behalf of our client in support of the Listed
Building application for the refurbishment and extension of the shower facilities in the sub
basement of Broadhurst at The Tootal Buildings and the improvement of cycle parking provision
in the basement. The statement has been prepared in the context of relevant national and local
heritage planning policy. In particular, the statement is presented to accord with the national
policy requirement of NPPF, to describe the significance of the heritage assets affected and the
consequent potential impact of the current proposals. As required by the NPPF, the Statement
gives a proportionate level of detail of historical research and assessment, appropriate to the
relatively limited scope of the proposed works.

Name of the scheme: 56 Oxford St, Manchester M1 6EU
Applicant: Helical Plc, 35 Dale Street Manchester M1 2HF

Broadhurst part of the Tootal Broadhurst & Lee building is a Grade II* listed building with
construction completed in 1898. The building is Neo-Baroque in style in red brick striped with
orange terracotta The eponymous building provided offices and a warehouse for the textile
manufacturers. The property has recently undergone a rebrand with the current owners
renaming Churchgate & Lee House as The Tootal Buildings and Churchgate is now known as
Broadhurst.

The building is located in a popular position in the city which has seen much development over
the last few years, including Grade A office accommodation at the recently finished One St.
Peters Square

Listing NGR: SJ8402497647

Broadhurst offers commercial office accommodation to multiple tenants for which the communal
reception area was recently reconfigured and refurbished to include a café and breakout
seating. In accordance with the increasing use of tenants using alternative methods to commute
such as running and cycling the existing shower and change facility has become under catered
and is in need of refurbishment. The client wishes to improve and increase the facilities
available and upgrade the provision to encourage tenants to make more use of the space. In
recent years, a benchmark has been set for standards around the city and it was our clients
desire to offer their tenants a unique and original facility which reflect a sense of place and
history.
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HISTORY

Please refer to Stephen Levrant Heritage Architecture report appended to this document for
statutory designations and the history and development of building.
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Churchgate House 1900 
(Historic England)

Aerial view of Churchgate House 1926
(Manchester Library Archives

Photograph of the basement of Churchgate House, taken in 1900 (Historic 
England archives). Original form of basement windows is just visible, as are the 

three presses. 



THE PROPOSAL: SHOWERS

The shower facilities can be found in Broadhursts sub basement and can be accessed from the
main reception lobby or through the subterranean car park. The proposal looks to extend the
facilities into the adjacent vacant store room providing additional shower cubicles, introducing
wcs and increasing the locker and bench provision and vanity provision.

Both rooms are accessed off the existing circulation corridor. The space where the existing male
and female areas are currently located will become the female facility, which will provide ten
shower cubicles, one ‘superloo’ wc and a vanity unit. The male facility will be accommodated in
the existing vacant store room and will offer ten shower cubicles, one ‘superloo’ wc and four
shaving basins. Robust and contract grade fixtures and fittings are proposed with a design
element to avoid looking too institutional. High quality finishes provide an element of luxury and
elevate the scheme. New practical and decorative lighting will be installed and all mechanical
and electrical installations upgraded to ensure a safe and healthy environment is provided.

The area where the current shower facility is accommodated offers very little in the way of
historical features. There is an exposed glazed brick arch in the female area, although little has
been done to maximise the feature and a small amount of brickwork which has been painted in
the male area. The vacant store earmarked for the new male facility offers an original steel door
to the riser and a series of glazed brick arches. It is the intention to retain and refurbish these
elements to give users of the space a sense of place and showcase the industrial history of the
building.

Photographs of existing basement areas. 5



THE PROPOSAL: SHOWERS
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PROPOSED LAYOUT PLAN



THE PROPOSAL: CYCLE STORE

Description & Layout
The cycle store can be found in Broadhursts basement and can be accessed from the main
vehicular access off Great Bridgewater Street to the subterranean car park. The proposal looks
to extend the facilities into the adjacent vacant store rooms providing an increase in cycle
parking using a variety of secure and robust unit types, including charge points for electric bikes
and a bike repair unit. Vehicle access to this area will be suspended.

A new entrance screen and double door will be installed to make the area secure, controlled
with an access card. The area will be enhanced with new lighting, wall decoration, graphics and
new flooring

A total of 167 cycle parking spaces will be provided (an increase from 50) using a mix of units.
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Photographs showing the existing facilities



THE PROPOSAL: CYCLE STORE
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Images of proposed equipment to be installed.



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT

Please refer to Stephen Levrant Heritage Architecture report appended to this document for
significance assessment and impact assement.

CONCLUSION

This heritage statement has provided proportionate information in relation to the development
and significance of those component parts of the Grade II* listed Broadhurst which would be
affected by the installation of new shower and change facilities in the sub basement and cycle
store in the basement.

In the process of the impact assessment, it has been concluded that the proposals would be
modestly beneficial to the heritage interest of the building by improving standards of design and
holistically enhancing the underused basement of the building for the occupiers. This heritage
statement and impact assessment is therefore submitted in support of the proposals.

Please refer to Stephen Levrant Heritage Architecture report appended to this document for
concluding statement.

The Tootal Buildings from the corner of Oxford Road and Rochdale Canal.
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