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Introduction 

The Generic Assessment Criteria (GAC) employed as Tier 1 Controlled Water Screening criteria are 

given in Tables 1 and 2. The more conservative available Drinking Water Standards (DWS) and 

Environmental Quality Standards (EQS) (Freshwater and Saltwater), applicable in England and Wales 
have been included in the tables.   

The list of determinands is non-industry specific and it should be recognised that additional site specific 

determinands may need to be taken into account.  The applicability of these criteria, with regard to the 

developed Conceptual Site Model, is discussed within the relevant section of the preceding report.  
Further details on individual GAC can be obtained in the referenced source legislation. 

Generic Assessment Criteria 

Table 1 – Inorganic Contaminant Controlled Waters Generic Assessment Criteria 

Contaminant Units 

Hardness 
Banding 
(mg/l 
CaCO3) 

EQS 
(Freshwater) 

EQS 
(Saltwater) 

EU 
DWS 

WHO 

Arsenic µg/l - 50 25 10 10 

Boron µg/l - 2000 7000 1000 0.3 

Cadmium µg/l 

<40  0.08 

0.2 5 3 

40- <50 0.08 

50- <100 0.09 

100- <200 0.15 

>200 0.25 

Chromium III µg/l - 4.7 - 
50 50 

Chromium VI µg/l - 3.4 0.6 

Copper µg/l  - 
1  

bioavailablei 

3.76  

Where DOCii 

≤ 1mg 

2000 2000 
3.76 + (2.677 

x ((DOC/2)-

0.5)) 

Where DOCii 

>1mg/l 

Cyanide (Free) µg/l - 1 1     

Cyanide (Total) µg/l - 1 1 50 70 

Iron µg/l - 1000 1000 200 300 

Lead µg/l   1.2 1.3 10 10 

Mercury µg/l - 0.07iii 0.07 iii 1 1 

Nickel 
µg/l - 

4  

bioavailablei 
8.6 20 70 
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Contaminant Units 

Hardness 
Banding 
(mg/l 
CaCO3) 

EQS 
(Freshwater) 

EQS 
(Saltwater) 

EU 
DWS 

WHO 

Selenium µg/l - - - 10 10 

Sulphate mg/l - 400 - 250 - 

Sulphide µg/l - 0.25 - - - 

Zinc µg/l - 

10.9  

bioavailableii + 

ABCv 

6.8  

dissolvediV + 

ABC 

5000 3000 

i - fraction likely to have toxic effect as determined using the UKTAG Metal Bioavailability Assessment Tool 

ii  - concentration of dissolved organic carbon in mg/l of the receiving water (as identified in the Conceptual 

Site Model) 

iii  - in absence on Annual Average the Maximum Allowable Concentration Used  

iv - total dissolved as reported 

V - Average Background Concentration (ABC) as listed in Part 2 Table 2 in Ref. 1. 

 

Table 2 – Organic Contaminant Controlled Waters Generic Assessment Criteria 

Contaminant Units 
EQS 
(Freshwater) 

EQS 
(Saltwater) 

EU DWS WHO 

Organics 

Phenol (total) µg/l 7.7 7.7 0.5 - 

MTBE µg/l - - - 15 

Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) 

Aliphatic C5-C6 µg/l - - - 15000 

Aliphatic C6-C8 µg/l - - - 15000 

Aliphatic C8-C10 µg/l - - - 300 

Aliphatic C10-C12 µg/l - - - 300 

Aliphatic C12-C16 µg/l - - - 300 

Aliphatic C16-C21 µg/l - - - 300 

Aliphatic C21-C35 µg/l - - - 300 

Aromatic C6-C7 
(benzene) 

µg/l 10 8 1 10 

Aromatic C7-C8 
(toluene) 

µg/l 74 74 - 700 

Aromatic C8-C10 
(ethylbenzene) 

µg/l 20 20 - 300 

Aromatic C10-C12 µg/l - - - 100 

Aromatic C12-C16 µg/l - - - 100 

Aromatic C16-C21 µg/l - - - 90 

Aromatic C21-C35 µg/l - - - 90 

Total Hydrocarbons  
(Dissolved / Emulsion) 

µg/l - - 
10 

(revoked) 
300 
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Contaminant Units 
EQS 
(Freshwater) 

EQS 
(Saltwater) 

EU DWS WHO 

BTEX Compounds 

Benzene µg/l 10 8 1 10 

Toluene µg/l 74 74 - 700 

Ethyl-benzene µg/l 20 20 - 300 

Xylene (o+p+m) µg/l 30 30 - - 

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) 

Anthracene µg/l 0.1 0.1 - - 

Benzo(a)pyrene µg/l 0.00017 0.00017 0.01 0.01 

Napthalene µg/l 2 2 - - 

PAHs Sum of four-
benzo(b)fluoranthene, 
benzo(ghi)perylene, 
benzo(k)fluoranthene, indeno(1,2,3-
c,d)pyrene 

µg/l - - 0.1 - 
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