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Overview
This document is intended to highlight and prove the actual usage of the site located at:

78-88 High St,
Manchester
M4 1ES

The site is located over two floors and for over 10 years has operated as a cocktail bar on
the ground floor and nightclub in the basement. The bar initially opened in 2009 as “Walrus &
Tusk” and was later rebranded to “The Man With The Fish” in 2021.

This document has been broken down into sections for each type of evidence. Each
evidence group provides links/sources over a 10 year period where applicable. Where
screenshots are used (for example of emails or file screenshots), originals can be provided if
required.

Usage

Walrus
When Walrus opened in 2009 it was a psychedelic themed Cocktail bar with some Asian
style ancillary food services, with a nightclub/bar in the basement.

By 2012, the bar had been completely redesigned and was more of a traditional Cocktail bar
with some basic bar food options, still with the basement bar/nightclub operating on a weekly
basis with frequent DJ events and live events.

Food has always been served as an ancillary service on the ground floor but the basement
has always been exclusively a bar/nightclub with no food options at all.

Man With The Fish
After the Covid Pandemic, the bar was rebranded to The Man With The Fish. The layout was
similar to Walrus (Cocktail bar upstairs and nightclub in the basement). However, there were
no food options at all. Ancillary food options were introduced briefly in 2021 but then
discontinued after 6 months and presently still have no food options.



Testimonies

Andrew Blackburn
The following is a testimony from Andrew Blackburn, the Managing Director of the company
currently operating from the bar unit. He was also previously Director of finance for the
previous tennant company.



Rob Stansfield
Rob Stansfield is the Director of the security company that has provided security services to
both The Man With The Fish and Walrus since 2009.



Sales Figures

The following sales figures were provided by Andrew Blackburn, the director of the company
currently leasing the bar unit (and the Director of Finance since 2007 the company who
operated the bar under the name of “Walrus”)

This clearly shows that the bar has operated primarily as a drinking establishment with
ancillary food services, as food sales have never exceeded over 10% of the net sales split.

Email thread can be forwarded on request



Third Party Discovery Websites
Third party discovery websites are typically websites that index local tourist attractions or
venues in a local area. These give a good indication of how the venue is perceived.

DesignMyNight
“At the weekend Walrus comes alive with music lovers who want to party hard as it plays
host to some of Manchester’s finest DJs, spinning everything from house to garage and
RnB.
Revelers can enjoy the main bar upstairs or venture downstairs to the secret basement bar.”

Date: 2013
Source: DesignMyNight
https://www.designmynight.com/manchester/bars/northern-quarter/walrus

Visit Manchester
“Perfect for music lovers who wish to party hard at the weekend, Walrus plays host to some
of Manchester’s finest DJs, spinning everything from house to garage and RnB.

And Walrus can host ‘chilled out’ as well as it does a party, providing a platform for live music
and acoustic sets on the small, but perfectly formed staging area.”

Date: 2016
Source: VisitManchester
https://www.visitmanchester.com/food-and-drink/walrus-p108211

Manchester Bars

Walrus is a hub for Manchester music featuring up and coming musicians, old school
Manchester DJs and local talent at Open Mic

Date: 2020
Source: Manchester Bars
https://www.manchesterbars.com/reviews/walrus.htm

https://www.designmynight.com/manchester/bars/northern-quarter/walrus
https://www.visitmanchester.com/food-and-drink/walrus-p108211
https://www.manchesterbars.com/reviews/walrus.htm


Reviews
The following reviews are taken from a variety of sources and are useful in identifying the
way in which the bar was operated over the last 10 years. Reviews have been listed in
reverse chronological order with the most recent first.

Facebook review -  April 2022



Facebook - September 2021



2019 - Source: Tripadvisor

2018 - Source: Tripadvisor



2017 - Source: TripAdvisor

2015 - Source: Yelp



2014 - Source: Tripadvisor



2013 - Source: Tripadvisor

2012 - Source: Tripadvisor



2010 - Source: Yelp

Review Source Links
TripAdvisor:
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g187069-d1596356-Reviews-Walrus-Manc
hester_Greater_Manchester_England.html

Yelp:
https://www.yelp.com/biz/walrus-manchester

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/manwiththefish/reviews/?ref=page_internal

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g187069-d1596356-Reviews-Walrus-Manchester_Greater_Manchester_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g187069-d1596356-Reviews-Walrus-Manchester_Greater_Manchester_England.html
https://www.yelp.com/biz/walrus-manchester
https://www.facebook.com/manwiththefish/reviews/?ref=page_internal


Website
Below are some examples of how the bars official website has looked over the last 10 years
and are categorised by when major changes were made.

All archive links are to the capture taken by The Internet Archive (aka The Wayback
Machine). The Internet Archive crawls websites is considered the most reputable source for
archiving web pages, with over 650 billion web page snapshots. These are considered the
most trustworthy source of information on how these websites looked on these dates.

2022
Link: https://manwiththefish.com/

Archive Link (May 18 2022):
http://web.archive.org/web/20220518143306/https://manwiththefish.com/

The current iteration of the website (As of 23/05/2022) is quite limited but markets itself as a
drinking establishment with a basement club. There is no mention of food at all on their
current website.

https://manwiththefish.com/
http://web.archive.org/web/20220518143306/https://manwiththefish.com/


2021
Archive Link (June 17 2022):
http://web.archive.org/web/20210617170022/https://manwiththefish.com/

The previous iteration of the website was during the Covid Pandemic when the bar
transitioned from being Walrus and became The Man With The Fish. There is not much
information provided here but it’s clear that they are marketing themselves as a bar/club and
not a restaurant.

http://web.archive.org/web/20210617170022/https://manwiththefish.com/


2018
Archive Link (July 31 2022):
https://web.archive.org/web/20180901014535/http://walrusmanchester.com/

The 2018 iteration of the website features a splash screen with a video that clearly markets
the venue as a drinking establishment with some ancillary food services. Scrolling down, the
“About Us” section of the website refers to the venue as a place where “Music lovers can
party hard”. There is a section dedicated to the DJ biographies and the gallery primarily
consists of photos of the cocktails and the downstairs nightclub. The video that plays
automatically can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnGSg-jReSc

Landing Page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20180901014535/http://walrusmanchester.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnGSg-jReSc


Gallery Page:

About us Page:



DJs Page:



2017
Archived Link:
https://web.archive.org/web/20171109084301/http://walrusmanchester.com/#gallery

The 2017 iteration of the website is the same as 2018, however the DJ’s section is slightly
different. This indicates that the bar is operated in the same way but the DJs were changed
in the following year. This also suggests that the website was still accurate and being
regularly updated at the time and was indeed operating as a bar/club.

DJs page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20171109084301/http://walrusmanchester.com/#gallery


2016
Archive Link (March 24 2016):
https://web.archive.org/web/20160324073704/http://walrusmanchester.com:80/

The 2016 iteration of the site is very similar to the years following, however some of the
content is different and gives us a better understanding on what events were taking place at
this time.

The “About us” section has a mention of food but primarily revolves around cocktails and
drinks. The “What's on” section has multiple recurring weekly club nights every Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. Mention of the food is very minimal and it's clear that the venue
considered itself as a drinking establishment.

About Us Page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20160324073704/http://walrusmanchester.com:80/


What's On Page:

Description of Events:





2015
Archived Link (March 18 2015):
https://web.archive.org/web/20150318091859/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/

The 2015 website is limited on information though it does still clearly demonstrate that the
bar was a drinking establishment even in 2016. The ‘About’ section suggests that the bar
was still doing club nights and live music at this time and the hire section clearly shows that it
still had the basement bar/night club.

This iteration also has a link to the bar's older Twitter account which has been referenced in
the Social media section.

Landing Page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20150318091859/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/


About us section:

Hire section:



2013

Archive Link (August 5th 2013):
https://web.archive.org/web/20130805230625/http://walrusmanchester.com/staging/#intro

The 2013 iteration of the website is very similar to the 2014 version. However the menu is
slightly different which suggests that the website is still being actively maintained during this
period so the information is likely to be up to date.

The text is hard to read on this version (white text on white background) so I have
highlighted the text to make it legible. The ‘staging’ link suggests that this archived snapshot
was taken during the development of this iteration of the website.

Landing Page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20130805230625/http://walrusmanchester.com/staging/#intro


2012 and prior

Archived Link (March 22nd 2012):
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322111751/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/about.html

Archived Link (August 4th 2011):
https://web.archive.org/web/20110804045700/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/about.html

Archived Link: (April 17th 2010):
https://web.archive.org/web/20100417010324/http://www.walrusmanchester.com:80/about.ht
ml

The 2012 version of the website (and before, going back to 2009) remains the same.
However we can see the website was still actively maintained and kept up to date because
the blog section has had new posts over the years.

The landing page of the oldest iteration shows that the venue describes itself as a “canteen
and bar” and scrolling down the page makes reference to “Downstairs bar and nightclub”.
Based on this we can see that the basement bar/nightclub has been in operation for at least
10 years. The primary product pushed on the website is the cocktails, showing that the
venue views itself as more of a cocktail bar than a restaurant.

About Us Page:

https://web.archive.org/web/20120322111751/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/about.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20110804045700/http://www.walrusmanchester.com/about.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100417010324/http://www.walrusmanchester.com:80/about.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100417010324/http://www.walrusmanchester.com:80/about.html


Bar Page:



Social Media
This section is screenshots from social media of Walrus bar /  Man with the fish, as you can
see from their own content that from the past ten years they have been running a cocktail
bar / night club.

Screenshots are in reverse chronological order starting with the newest.

Man With The Fish
Facebook Source: https://www.facebook.com/manwiththefish/?ref=page_interna

2022 - Source: Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/manwiththefish/?ref=page_interna


2021 - Source: Facebook



Walrus
Facebook Source: https://www.facebook.com/walrusmcr/
Twitter Source: https://twitter.com/walrusmcr
Twitter Source (2012 and prior): https://twitter.com/WalrusBar

2019 - Source: Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/walrusmcr/
https://twitter.com/walrusmcr
https://twitter.com/WalrusBar


2018 - Source: Facebook



2017 - Source: Facebook



2016 - Source: Facebook



2016 - Source: Facebook



2015 - Source: Facebook



2014 - Source: Facebook



2013 - Source: Facebook



2013 - Source: Twitter



News/Media

2018 reopening
Walrus and Tusk have reopened in the Northern Quarter

Neither Walrus nor Tusk will serve food initially, focusing instead on cocktails, beer and wine
in the run-up to Christmas.

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/walrus-tusk-manchest
er-reopen-cocktails-15520314

2016 Celebrity Visit
Justin Bieber parties in the Northern Quarter

“And it seems he eschewed taxis, preferring to take the short stroll from the Arena over to
trendy bar Walrus at the far end of the Northern Quarter alongside his entourage.”

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/showbiz-news/justin-bieber-party-northern-
quarter-12063190?_ga=2.60871850.745083153.1652997267-1348575264.1652884351

2015 relaunch
Walrus and Tusk relaunch - Catherine Tyldesley and Coronation Street co-stars VIP
guests at party

“Two of the Northern Quarter's most popular nightspots have undergone a facelift, and
Coronation Street stars were on hand to toast the new-look bars.”

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/walrus-and-tusk-northern-quarter-1031
8114

2014 Guest DJ
Pussycat Doll Kimberly Wyatt gets Northern Quarter dancing at Walrus bar relaunch

“Walrus plan to host DJ nights every Thursday, with Xfm star Gareth Brooks to host a
residency there, and he played out the night after Kimberly finished her set.”

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/pussycat-doll-kimberly-wyatt-gets-754
8263

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/walrus-tusk-manchester-reopen-cocktails-15520314
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/walrus-tusk-manchester-reopen-cocktails-15520314
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/showbiz-news/justin-bieber-party-northern-quarter-12063190?_ga=2.60871850.745083153.1652997267-1348575264.1652884351
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/showbiz-news/justin-bieber-party-northern-quarter-12063190?_ga=2.60871850.745083153.1652997267-1348575264.1652884351
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/walrus-and-tusk-northern-quarter-10318114
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/walrus-and-tusk-northern-quarter-10318114
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/pussycat-doll-kimberly-wyatt-gets-7548263
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/pussycat-doll-kimberly-wyatt-gets-7548263


2010 Recommendation
Walrus

“Wednesday night for chill-out with the girls or Friday night for a more party atmosphere.”

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/fashion-news/walrus-958966

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/fashion-news/walrus-958966


Additional Sources

Youtube

The following video is a promotional video from Walrus’ own youtube video from their refurb
in 2018. The promotional video focuses more on the drinks, bar and dancing aspect - rather
than the food.

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lP67VfiEY1w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lP67VfiEY1w

