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1.0 Introduction 

This Heritage Statement has been prepared by Manchester City Council Capital Programmes and 
Procurement to support an application for Listed Building Consent for partial re-building of the boundary 
walls to Heaton Park Horticultural Centre.   
 

2.0 Project Background 
 
The park is located approximately 3 miles north of Manchester City Centre, bounded by Sheepfoot 
Lane to the south, Bury Old Road to the west, St Margaret’s Road and the M66 motorway to the north 
and Middleton Road to the east. 
 
Heaton Park is of national significance as a Grade II registered park and garden. The park forms the 
setting to several listed buildings and compromises large areas of park, pasture, woodland, lakes and 
a golf course. Heaton Park has been owned and managed by Manchester City Council as a public 
park since 1902. Formerly the country house of the Egertons, the Earls of Wilton, the house was 
rebuilt in the 1770s by James Wyatt. The park was landscaped for Thomas Egerton by well-regarded 
Georgian designers, Eames and Webb, and is a designated historic park (Grade II). The Stables, built 
in the late 1770s to designs by Samuel Wyatt also have high significance as a good example of a 
Georgian stable complex built for a country house (Listed Grade II).  
 
The park was the subject of an extensive restoration project at the end of the 21st century, managed 
by the City Council and part-funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The restoration involved the 
removals of some of the inappropriate and under used late twentieth century sports facilities as well as 
the reintroduction of views and vistas that had been lost for decades. The restoration works included 
the reinstatement of a ha-ha and selective felling of trees to open up visual links between Heaton Hall 
and the surrounding parkland.  
 
The Horticultural Centre is located in Heaton Park close to the St.Margaret’s Road entrance. It was 
established within the 18th Century walled garden that once supplied fruit and vegetables for the whole 
estate. The brick boundary walls surrounding the Horticultural Centre create a micro-climate for the 
cultivation of crops and were used for supporting fruit and climbing plants. The site area is approx.. 
1.92 acres. 
 
Heaton Park Garden Centre and Café now occupy the site which concentrates on selling home grown 
plants from their own nurseries. The Garden Centre is open to the public seven days a week. Within 
the main brick enclosing boundary walls, there are a number of various buildings of different 
construction and age. Including aluminium / glass greenhouses, steel frame garages, concrete panel 
garages and other facilities.  
 
Sections of the boundary walls to the Horticultural Centre have become unstable or have collapsed. 
Following structural engineers inspections a section of the walling was found to be leaning and 
temporary timber raking shores were erected along this section along the West boundary. A section of 
the South boundary wall has collapsed completely and the affected areas have been cordoned off with 
temporary fencing. Works are required to address the defects with the boundary walling. 
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Figure 1: Location Plan Heaton Park Horticultural Centre 
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3.0 Proposals 

 
The works will comprise : 

 Erect temporary Hera’s type fencing to maintain a secure boundary to the Horticultural Centre whilst the 
works are carried out. 

 Careful dismantling of approx. 47m of boundary wall to the West Elevation and approx. 26.75m of boundary 
wall to the South Elevation; 

 All existing brickwork and copings shall be cleaned off, ready for re-use; 
 Careful dismantling of raking shores. 
 Carry out excavations / temporary works for new foundations; 
 Cast new concrete foundations in accordance with structural engineers details; 
 To rebuild the two sections of boundary wall. 
 Erection of all associated access equipment / protection to carry out the works in a safe manner; 

 

 

4.0 Heritage Statement Objectives 

This Heritage Statement aims to illustrate the rationale behind the proposals, so that the reader can 
understand the design intention and considerations that have been made. 

The general aims of this assessment are to: 

 To set out the local and national planning policy relating to the identified heritage asset; 
 To set out the historical background of Heaton Park; 
 To summarise the assessment undertaken of the character and special interest of the site by 

way of a statement of significance.  
 Identify the conservation philosophy adopted by the design team in designing these external 

repair works; 
 Provide a summary of the design rational behind these proposals; 
 Assess the potential impact (positive or negative) of the proposed scheme on the heritage 

assets. 
 

Assessment of the significance of the site identifies how particular parts of a place and different 
periods in its evolution contribute to, or detract from, identified heritage values associated with the site. 
This approach considers the present character of the site and the changes that have influenced this 
character, thus informing how the design can best enhance the significance of the heritage asset. 
Significance (for heritage policy) is defined in NPPF (2019) as: 

‘the value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. That 
interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a 
heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting.’ 

Current national guidance for the assessment of the significance of heritage assets is provided by 
English Heritage in the document ‘Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable 
Management of the Historic Environment’ (2008) in which significance is weighed by consideration of the 
potential for the asset to demonstrate the following value criteria: 

 Evidential value. Deriving from the potential of a place to yield evidence about past 
human activity. 

 Historical value. Deriving from the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be 
connected through a place to the present. It tends to be illustrative or associative. 

 Aesthetic value. Deriving from the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual 
stimulation from a place. 

 Communal value. Deriving from the meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for 
whom it figures in their collective experience or memory. Communal values are closely bound 
up with historical (particularly associative) and aesthetic values, but tend to have additional 
and specific aspects. 
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5.0    Conservation Philosophy 

 Minimum intervention: If possible leave historic fabric alone and do not interfere unless it is 
absolutely essential. 

 Maximum retention: Where intervention is required there should be the minimum loss of historic 
fabric, and modern fabric should be targeted wherever possible. 

 Research and inspection: Decisions regarding what will be altered and how must be based upon 
detailed inspection of the buildings and an informed understanding of its history, development and 
character based on research. 

 Materials: Wherever possible sympathetic materials and traditional methods of workmanship 
should be adopted for carrying out repairs. 

 Reversibility: Where possible any alterations should be reversible. 
 Workmanship character: the design of repairs should take note of original/historic patterns of 

workmanship, character and profile where possible. 
 Skills and trades: Only contractors, trades and craftsmen with the necessary experience and skills 

working with historic buildings will be permitted to undertake works. 
 Current defects and forward maintenance: The project aims to overcome a backlog of disrepair and 

defects, by improving the condition of the building fabric to a point where forward maintenance is 
at a manageable scale. It does not however negate the need for future maintenance. 

 Timing: the provision of scaffolding and access may guide decisions regarding the extent of what 
work is done now and where. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Heaton Park Horticultural Centre 
Boundary Wall Re-building 

Heritage Statement 
 

 
Page 8 of 30 

6.0 Planning Statement 

6.1 Regulation 

The primary legislation relating to historic buildings and conservation areas is the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 which makes provision for the listing of buildings of special 
architectural or historic interest, designation of conservation areas, and the exercise of planning 
functions in relation to these. It requires Councils to have special regard to the desirability of preserving 
a listed building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it 
possesses (sections 16 & 66) and to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing 
the character or appearance of conservation areas (section 72) (HMS0 1990). 

6.2 Policy 

 National Policy 

Present government planning policy is contained within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 
2019). Section 16 of the NPPF, entitled Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment provides 
guidance for the conservation and investigation of heritage assets and requires local authorities to take 
the following into account: 

 the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them 
to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

 the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the historic 
environment can bring; 

 the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and 
distinctiveness; and opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment 
to the character of a place. 

NPPF Section 16: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment sets out the principal national 
guidance on the importance, management and safeguarding of heritage assets within the planning 
process. 

The aim of NPPF Section 16 is to ensure that Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities, 
developers and owners of heritage assets adopt a consistent and holistic approach to their conservation 
and to reduce complexity in planning policy relating to proposals that affect them. 

To summarise, government guidance provides a framework which: 

 requires applicants to provide proportionate information on the significance on heritage assets 
affected by the proposals and an impact assessment of the proposed development on that 
significance. This should be in the form of a desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a 
field evaluation; 

 takes into account the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets 
and their setting; 

 places weight on the conservation of designated heritage assets (which include World Heritage 
Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Protected Wreck Sites, Registered Parks and 
Gardens, Registered Battlefields or Conservation Areas); 

 requires developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any heritage 
assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their importance and impact, and 
to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible. 

Policy guidance concerning listed buildings distinguishes between extent of ‘harm’, as follows; 

 Paragraph 193 – When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of 
a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more 
important the asset, the greater the weight should be.  

 Paragraph 194 – Significance can be harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the 
heritage asset or development within its setting. As heritage assets are irreplaceable, any harm or 
loss should require clear and convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of a grade II listed 
building…should be exceptional. 

 Paragraph 195 – Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to (or total loss of 
significance of) a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse consent, 
unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or total loss is necessary to achieve 
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substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following apply:  
 a) the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and  

b) no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through appropriate 
marketing that will enable its conservation; and  
c) conservation by grant-funding or some form of not for profit, charitable or public ownership 
is demonstrably not possible; and  

 d) the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use. 
 Paragraph 196 – Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the 

significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public 
benefits of the proposal, including securing its optimum viable use. 

Policy guidance concerning Conservation Areas is as follows: 

 Paragraph 200 - Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development 
within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites and within the setting of heritage assets to 
enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the setting 
that make a positive contribution to or better reveal the significance of the asset should be treated 
favourably. 

 Paragraph 201 - Not all elements of a World Heritage Site or Conservation Area will necessarily 
contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive 
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site should be treated 
either as substantial harm under paragraph 195 or less than substantial harm under paragraph 
196, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element affected and its 
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site as a whole. 

Further guidance on all aspects of the NPPF is provided on the Planning Practice Guidance website 
which includes a section entitled 'Conserving and enhancing the historic environment'. 

The following relevant definitions are made within NPPF 2019: 

 Heritage Asset: A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a 
degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage 
interest. It includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning 
authority (including local listing). 

 Setting of a Heritage Asset: The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its 
extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting 
may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability 
to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.  

 Significance (for heritage policy): The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations 
because of its heritage interest. The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or 
historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its 
setting. For World Heritage Sites, the cultural value described within 

 
 Local Development Plan 

The Core Strategy Development Plan (2012-2027) outlines the Council’s planning policies for the city. 
The key policies which relate to this project have been summarised below: 

Policy EN3 Heritage states that Throughout the City, the Council will encourage development that 
complements and takes advantage of the distinct historic and heritage features of its districts and 
neighbourhoods, including those of the City Centre. New developments must be designed so as to 
support the Council in preserving or, where possible, enhancing the historic environment, the character, 
setting and accessibility of areas and buildings of acknowledged importance, including scheduled 
ancient monuments, listed buildings, registered parks and gardens, conservation areas and 
archaeological remains. 
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7.0 Historic Appraisal and Statement of Significance 
 

7.1 Setting and Local History - Heaton Park has been owned and managed by Manchester City Council as a 
public park since 1902. Formerly the country house of the Egertons, the Earls of Wilton, the house was 
rebuilt in the 1770s by James Wyatt. The park was landscaped for Thomas Egerton by well-regarded 
Georgian designers, Eames and Webb, and is a designated historic park (Grade II). The Stables, built in the 
late 1770s to designs by Samuel Wyatt also have high significance as a good example of a Georgian stable 
complex built for a country house (Listed Grade II). West of the stables is the Animal Centre, on the site of 
former hot houses; against the north side of the wall enclosing this area is a range of lean-to backsheds, 
currently used for livery stables. Further west again is the site of the former Home Farm, also designed by 
Samuel Wyatt, demolished in the late 20th century except for the farmhouse (now derelict) and one free-
standing outbuilding, known as the dairy, and currently used for donkeys. 

 

7.2 History of Heaton Park Horticultural Centre - The park was the subject of an extensive restoration project 
in the early 21st century, managed by the City Council and part-funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 
This project reinstated the Georgian setting of the hall, rebuilding the ha-ha and perimeter park walls; many 
of the park’s buildings including the stables were repaired. The hall itself was not included in the Heritage 
Lottery Fund project but its exterior has been repaired; the long-term future viability and use of the hall is 
still being explored. 

The Horticultural Centre was originally formed as a walled kitchen garden in the 18th Century and its 
purpose was to supply fruit and vegetables for the whole estate. The site occupies an area of approximately 
1.92 acres and is surrounded by brick boundary walls varying in height up to approximately 2.90m. 

The brick-walled kitchen garden is situated c 400m west of the Hall. It is shown on the 1844 OS map 
when, as now, it was linked to the pleasure grounds by a path leading through a belt of woodland. The 
north-east wall has been reduced in height, while other walls are intact. Inside are a number of late C20 
glasshouses. A gardener's house (listed grade II) lies immediately to the south-east within a garden 
bounded by hedges.  
 
The Horticultural Centre now houses the Heaton Park Garden Centre and Café and it open to the 
general public.  

 

7.3 Historic Appraisal & Statement of Significance 

 

Heaton Park Horticultural Centre 

The Heaton Park Horticultural Centre has high aesthetic and artistic significance as part of an historic 
park landscaped in the 1770s by William Eames.   

 
Heaton Park and Gardens have a Grade II Listing this garden or other land is registered under the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens 
by Historic England for its special historic interest. 
 
Architectural Significance 
 
The architectural significance of the Heaton Park buildings and Gardens is strongly related to their design. 
The buildings follow national Georgian trends in stable, estate and model farm design and have similarities 
with comparable estates.  
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Figure 2: View from within the grounds of the Horticultural Centre. 

 
Communal Value 
 
For more than a century, the park has been in public ownership. The Horticultural Centre provides the 
Heaton Park Garden Centre and Café which is popular with the public and is open seven days a week and 
has high communal value. 

 

Statement of Significance 

The brick boundary walls surrounding the Horticultural Centre are a key feature of the original walled 
garden dating from the 18th Century. They are in a deteriorated condition and require partially re-building 
to maintain the character of the original Heaton Park walled garden. 
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8.0 Project Brief  

8.1 Summary of Project Brief 

Approximately 2 years ago a section of the boundary wall to the Horticultural Centre on the South 
elevation collapsed. Emergency works were carried out at the time to stabilize an adjacent 70m section 
of boundary wall by erecting timber raking shores and cordoning off the dangerous areas.  

  

The Council wish to carry out works to rebuild the two sections of defective boundary walls on the West 
and South Elevations. The original brickwork and copings will be salvaged and re-used. The walls will 
be built to match previous on new concrete foundations to ensure their long term stability. 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Aerial View of the Horticultural Centre. Defective sections of boundary walling highlighted in 
red. 
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Figure 4: – View along the West Elevation Boundary Wall to the Horticultural Centre. Due to the walls instability, the 
area adjacent to it has been cordoned off and temporary raking shores erected. 

 

Figure 5: – View along the West Elevation Boundary Wall to the Horticultural Centre. 
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Figure 6: – View of collapsed section of the West Elevation Boundary Wall where it meets the Southern Boundary 
to the Horticultural Centre.  

 
Figure 7: – View showing cross section of boundary wall where collapse has occurred. 
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Figure 8: – View along South Elevation Boundary Wall to Horticultural Centre – Section of wall has collapsed 
completely. 

 
Figure 9: – View along South Elevation Boundary Wall to Horticultural Centre – Section of wall has collapsed 
completely. 
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Figure 10: – View of trail hole at base of collapsed section of South Elevation Boundary Wall to Horticultural Centre. 
Wall was originally built with no foundation in sandy sub-strata. 

 
 
Figure 11: – View of trail hole at base of West Elevation Boundary Wall to Horticultural Centre. Wall was originally 
built with no foundation in sandy sub-strata. 
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9.0 Proposals and Assessment of Impact 

The proposals include rebuilding two sections of boundary wall to the Horticultural Centre which are summarised below: - 

Heaton Park Horticultural Centre 

Building Element Reason Assessment of Potential Heritage Impact Impact Mitigation 

To take down and rebuild approx. 
47m of boundary wall to West 
Elevation of the Horticultural 
Centre. 

Section of wall is unstable and leaning. 
Temporary raking shores have been erected to 
provide support. 

Minimal impact. The new concrete foundation 
will be below ground level and not visible. 

All existing bricks and copings will be cleaned offf
a re-used as part of the boundary wall re-build 
bedded in a new lime mortar.  No visible impact 
of the boundary wall rebuilding expected. 

To take down and rebuild approx.
26.75m of boundary wall to the 
South Elevation of the Horticultural 
Centre. 

Section of wall has already collapsed. Minimal impact. The new concrete foundation 
will be below ground level and not visible. 

All existing bricks and copings will be cleaned offf
a re-used as part of the boundary wall re-build 
bedded in a new lime mortar.  No visible impact 
of the boundary wall rebuilding expected. 

 

Full details of the proposed works are contained within drawings accompanying the application for Listed Building Consent. 
 

All aspects of Conservation Philosophy for the Heaton Park Horticultural Centre have the ultimate aim of preventing it being included on Historic England’s At Risk 
register. The primary guiding principles used to approach the conservation of the Horticultural Centre boundary walls are - 

1. All interventions should seek to make the Horticultural Centre and Park more useable to visitors.  

2. All interventions should be informed by all available information, including archaeological assessment and research, materials analysis, and photographic 
records.  

3. Historic features should be reinstated in appropriate materials.  

4. Imagined faux-historic features should be removed to ensure more accurate understanding.  
 
A detailed specification for the proposed works and accompanying drawings have been prepared to detail the requirements for conservation or alteration all 
individual components/materials. This will ensure full integration and co-ordination of the repair work with associated new work as previously detailed. The 
works will be monitored to ensure full co-ordination of the details and adherence to specification, methods of working and quality of finish. It is deemed that 
the proposed works are in the public interest and that the works will have no detrimental impact on the character of Heaton Park Horticultural Centre. 
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10.0 Conclusion 

 

The re-building of the boundary walls have been designed in a way which is sympathetic to the historic fabric. It is deemed that the proposals will not materially 
affect the special architectural and historic interest of the Heaton Park Horticultural Centre, or the character and appearance of Heaton Park.  

The Heaton Park Horticultural Centre boundary walls are at significant risk of harm or loss, due to the deteriorated condition of some sections of the walling. 
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Listed Building Description 

Heaton Park & Garden 

List entry number: 1000854 

Location: Heaton Park. 
 

County: Greater Manchester 

District Manchester 

Grade II 

Date Listed 20th February 1986 

 

Location 

The building or site itself may lie within the boundary of more than one authority. 

District: 

Bury (Metropolitan Authority) 

Parish: 

Non Civil Parish 

District: 

Manchester (Metropolitan Authority) 

Parish: 

Non Civil Parish 

National Grid Reference: 

SD8274504249 

 
Details:  
 
A park and pleasure grounds retaining elements of schemes probably designed by William Emes 
and John Webb. 

 
CHRONOLOGY OF HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Heaton Estate had been consolidated by the early C17. It was acquired through marriage 
by the Egertons, later Earls of Wilton, in 1684. Sir Thomas Egerton, first Lord Wilton, made 
several payments to William Emes (1729-1803) during the period 1770-2 when the park was 
being redesigned. Further works were undertaken during the period 1808-9 by John Webb 
(1754-1828), a pupil of Emes, at the same time that Lewis Wyatt (1777-1853) was working on 
the Hall. Sir Thomas Egerton's interest in contemporary ideas about landscape is witnessed by 
his Grand Tour journal of 1784-5 and the fact that he bought two Claude glasses for his trip. The 
site was acquired by Manchester Corporation in 1902 and subsequently used as a public park. 
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DESCRIPTION 

 
LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, LANDFORM, SETTING  Heaton Park is situated c 5km 
north of Manchester city centre. The site is defined by Sheepfoot Lane to the south, Bury Old 
Road to the west, St Margaret's Road and the M66 motorway to the north and Middleton Road 
to the east. Motorway widening has encroached slightly into the historic parkland at its 
northernmost point and in the north-west corner a C20 reservoir cuts into the park, but otherwise 
the boundary is marked by a mixture of brick walls, railings and walls surmounted by railings. 
These generally represent the replacement or rebuilding of a 3m high wall which was built to 
enclose the site during the period 1807-14, probably under the supervision of John Webb and 
Lewis Wyatt. Some parts of the wall survive to the original height on Middleton Road and 
adjacent to the former main entrance flanking the Grand Lodge, on the corner of Sheepfoot Lane 
and Bury Old Road. The c 240ha park is situated on land which rises from the south and west, 
and there is a valley running through the northern and north-eastern part of the site. The setting 
is urban in character but there are views over partially open country to the east and south-east 
and to the Pennines to the north and north-west. 

 
ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES  There are six main entrances, four with lodges. At the 
principal entrance is the Grand Lodge (early C19, listed grade II*) designed by Lewis Wyatt which 
is situated at the junction of Sheepfoot Lane and Bury Old Road. A drive leading to the Hall 
appears to follow the line of an avenue shown on an estate map of c 1750. An entrance called 
Heaton Gates, with lodge, gates and gate piers of early C20 date, is situated on Middleton Road. 
Another entrance north of this has a neo-classical octagonal stone lodge, known as Smithy 
Lodge (late C18, grade II*). This entrance, with a driveway leading to the Hall, has a late C20 
golf driving range c 30m south-west of the lodge building and a late C20 golf club house c 70m 
west of this. An entrance on St Margaret's Road has a small lodge of simple design. The drives 
leading from these lodges to the Hall were widened following acquisition by Manchester 
Corporation and these, as well as later routes through the park, are almost all fenced with railings 
of various C20 dates. 

 
PRINCIPAL BUILDING  Heaton Hall (listed grade I) was designed by James Wyatt 1772-89 for 
Sir Thomas Egerton, seventh baronet. There is evidence that part of an earlier house, shown on 
an engraving of c 1750, was incorporated into the design. The Hall is considered to be the finest 
of its type in the region and one of the finest in the country (Pevsner 1969). It is situated almost 
at the centre of the park and faces south-east, with views to the south and east now obscured 
by C20 planting. In 1830 an orangery was added to the east wing of the Hall, probably by Lewis 
Wyatt. 
 
The stable block and site of a home farm are situated c 60m north-west of the Hall. The stable 
block, attributed to Samuel Wyatt (late C18, listed grade II), is used partly for offices and partly 
as stables. The home farm was situated c 100m west of the stables; the early C19 bailiff's house 
and part of another building of similar date survive but the rest was demolished in the 1970s. 
The remains of an icehouse c 20m to the north-east of the farm were excavated by the Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit in 1989. 

 
GARDENS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS  The pleasure grounds consist of a terrace on the 
south-east front of the Hall and an area to the north and west, including the stables and home 
farm, enclosed by a ha-ha shown on a sale map of 1866. The ha-ha is partially extant and it is 
well-preserved in the area north of the Hall where it exhibits signs of later C20 repair. A path is 
shown on the 1st edition OS map surveyed 1844 leading along its inside edge, following the 
contours of the slope, from a point c 50m north of the Hall around to the south front of the building 
where the ha-ha disappears. A modern path which leads between the terrace in front of the Hall 
and the bowling greens beyond appears to follow its line. 
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The C20 terrace in front of the Hall is laid out as a formal garden with geometric beds. C20 
bowling greens lie below the terrace to the south-east and the area is screened with C20 
planting. The land rises steeply behind the Hall on the north and north-east sides and on the 
highest point of this eminence is a circular neo-classical temple, probably by Samuel Wyatt (c 
1795-1802, listed grade II*). This commands panoramic views of the surrounding area and the 
Pennines to the north, east and south. 
 
West of the Hall, in the area between the stables and the home farm, is a garden enclosed by a 
brick wall on the north side running between the stables and farm, the fenced site of the farm 
and a causeway on the west side, a tree belt to the south, and the stables on the east. The 
garden is reached by a path which runs west from drives on the south side of the Hall. The north 
end of the garden has lawns and geometric beds on the site of hothouses shown on the 1844 
and 1933 OS maps. The land slopes down to the south where there are lawns and specimen 
trees fringed with a belt of trees. A stone grotto consisting of an arched recess flanked with 
rockwork is set into a slope c 10m south of the home farm site. On the west side of the garden 
a tunnel in the form of a rustic stonework bridge leads beneath a causeway. The causeway leads 
from the park to the home farm and was probably provided so that cattle could be driven there 
without entering the gardens. Beyond the bridge is a clearing and a path leading into the Dell, 
an irregularly shaped wooded area with curving paths leading through it, and to a small lake c 
300m south-west of the stables. This is overlooked by a C20 bandstand. The walks are 
connected by a path leading west through a belt of woodland to the kitchen garden. This path, 
the causeway, the Dell and the lake are all shown on the 1844 OS map. At that time the lake 
was of serpentine shape. 

 
PARK   There are tree belts around the parts of the northern, north-western and north-eastern 
park boundaries which are the survivors of the extensive perimeter plantings shown on the 1844 
OS map. The northern and north-eastern part of the park is described as a deer park on the 
1844 OS map. In this area there are three small lakes and a stream which runs in a steep wooded 
valley. The northernmost lake is called New Pond on the 1844 OS map. These parts of the park 
are otherwise mainly open grassland which has been turned into a golf course. 
 
An ornamental temple called the Dower House (late C18, listed grade II) is situated c 300m 
north-west of the Hall on the edge of woodland which screens the south-east end of a reservoir. 
This was constructed in the 1930s, taking an area of c 15ha from the north-west corner of the 
park; a water treatment plant was added during the 1950s at the south-east end of the reservoir. 
A telecommunications tower was erected c 320m north-west of the Hall in the 1960s. Playing 
fields are situated south of the reservoir in the north-west corner of the park. 
 
The southern part of the park is also open grassland with some tree cover, including C20 
avenues along parts of the drives from the Grand Lodge and Heaton Gates. This part of the park 
is illustrated in a watercolour of 1802 (Manchester City Art Galleries 1972) which indicates that 
there was fairly extensive tree cover with planting north and west of the Hall, together with clumps 
and belts of trees in grassland. This view shows the park after it was redesigned in the 1770s. 
The redesign included the removal of a formal garden with radiating avenues and terraces on 
the south front of the Hall which is shown on an estate plan of c 1750. Two other views of this 
area by John Ferneley (ibid), painted in 1829 after John Webb had been involved with the 
landscape, show a racecourse in the south-eastern part of the park which had been created in 
1827 and was situated c 600m south of the Hall. A comparison with the 1802 watercolour 
suggests that the tree cover had been thinned out to give better views to and from the Hall. 
 
This part of the park is now dominated by a large boating lake which was made on the site of 
the racecourse in 1912-13. At the same time, part of the facade of Manchester's former Town 
Hall designed by Frances Goodwin in 1822-4 (listed grade II*) was erected c 20m south of the 
south end of the lake. There is a boathouse on the western shore and a tram line runs east from 
the north end of the lake to a large tram shed of early to mid C20 date c 280m west of Heaton 
Gate. 
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The south-west part of the park is mainly open grassland with some fenced areas where cattle 
are grazed. A section of railway shown on the 2nd edition OS map published 1889 emerges from 
a tunnel c 1km south-west of the Hall and runs for a short distance through the park and thence 
into a tunnel beneath Bury Old Road. 
 
 
KITCHEN GARDEN  

 
A brick-walled kitchen garden is situated c 400m west of the Hall. It is shown on the 1844 OS 
map when, as now, it was linked to the pleasure grounds by a path leading through a belt of 
woodland. The north-east wall has been reduced in height, while other walls are intact. Inside 
are a number of late C20 glasshouses. A gardener's house (listed grade II) lies immediately to 
the south-east within a garden bounded by hedges. 
 
LEGAL 
 
This garden or other land is registered under the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 
1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by Historic England for its special historic  
interest. 
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