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PERCOLATION TEST

To be performed on tree pits and planting areas where insufficient
permeability might be an issue.

Perform the test in every tree pit or agree with the landscape architect on
selected representative locations.

Instructions for performing a percolation test:

1. With a spade or soil auger, dig a hole 45-60 cm deep at the bottom of the
proposed

tree pit. The hole diameter should be a
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1) minimum of 10 cm. The diameter of the hole should be uniform from top to Planit L.E. Limited
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Below ground tree pit extent varies

Existing/Made ground

4. To aid in measurement, place a stick across the top of the hole and use a
ruler or measuring tape to mark periodic drops in water level.
5. Allow the hole to drain for at least one hour. A longer period of time (2 to 3
hours)
will give a more accurate reading of average percolation rates.
6. Determine the average drop in water level per hour and refer to the table
below to interpret results.
If water level in hole drops

«- Less than 1.25 cm per hour: Poorly drained and suited to wet-site
species

- 1.25-2.50 cm per hour: Moderately well drained and acceptable for
many species including wet site species

- More than 2.5 cm per hour: Well drained and suitable for all species
including sensitivespecies.
The site manager of the main contractor/client must be informed of the tests
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and must be involved in the decision of the timing prior to undertaking the TP1
tests.
Please report the results to the landscape architect and the site manager prior Created on Created by Approved by
to filling the tree pit.
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