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PA130627/FO/2021 - Ecology Response

Fri 02/07/2021 15:01
To:  Jennifer Atkinson <jennifer.atkinson@manchester.gov.uk>

Dear Jennifer
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above application for a mobility hub at Poland Street,
Manchester
 
As you are aware the information submitted with the application includes an ecology report. 
This found the site to have very limited ecological value.
 
Bats
 
The survey found no evidence of roosting bats as a result of the survey work.   However as
bats are highly mobile creatures we would advise that the following informative be attached
to any permission, should it be granted:
 

Whilst the buildings to be demolished have been assessed as very low risk for bats,
the applicant is reminded that under Conservation of Habitats and Species
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019it is an offence to disturb, harm or kill bats. 
If a bat is found all work should cease immediately and a suitably licensed bat worker
employed to assess how best to safeguard the bat(s).  Natural England should also
be informed.

 
Nesting birds
The buildings and some of the vegetation on site have potential to support nesting birds.  As
all wild birds, their nest and eggs are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended) we would advise that the following condition be attached to any permission,
should it be granted:

 
No removal of or works to any shrubs or works to or demolition of buildings or
structures that may be used by breeding birds shall take place during the main bird
breeding season 1st March and 31st August inclusive, unless a competent ecologist
has undertaken a careful, detailed check of vegetation and structures for active birds'
nests immediately before the works commence and provided written confirmation that
no birds will be harmed and/or that there are appropriate measures in place to protect
nesting bird interest on site. Any such written confirmation should be submitted to the
local planning authority.

 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement
We would expect any such scheme to include measures to enhance biodiversity at the site
and to provide a net gain for biodiversity, in line with the requirements of the National
Planning Policy Framework.  We would therefore recommend that the following condition be
attached to any permission, if granted:
 

A scheme for the Biodiversity Enhancement Measures, as set out in section 5 of the
Ecology Report by Tyler Grange dated 25th May 2021 (ref 13399_R01c) , shall be
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved
scheme shall be implemented prior to first occupation of the development (or in
accordance with a phasing plan which shall first be agreed in writing with the local
planning authority) and shall be retained thereafter.
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Should you have any queries relating to this advice, please do not hesitate to contact me
again.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Suzanne
 
 
 
--
Suzanne Waymont MCIEEM
Senior Ecologist
 
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit
Dukinfield Town Hall
King Street
Dukinfield
Tameside
SK16 4LA
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