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Manchester Goods Yard  
Acoustic testing schedule   

 

This memo details the proposed Shell & Core acoustic commissioning testing for Manchester 
Good Yard. 

It is understood the development is targeting ‘excellent’ under BREEAM 2018 New 
construction- Office at Shell & Core. 

It is advisable that the proposed schedule of testing should be submitted to the BREEAM 
assessor for comment prior to the testing.  

Hea 05– Acoustic performance for Shell & Core 

Offices 

The Hea 05 credit can be awarded if indoor ambient noise levels meet with the criteria set by 
BS8233. 

Retail/commercial units 

The Hea 05 credit can be awarded if indoor ambient noise levels comply with the design 
ranges given in Section 7 of BS 82333:2014. 

Measurements 

The proposed spaces in which measurements are proposed in line with the BREEAM 
requirements are indicated as IANL (in blue) in the mark-ups at the end of this memo. In each 
space 3 x 5 minute noise measurements will be undertaken in line with the methodology set 
out in the BREEAM Testing, measurement and calculation procedures (pages 113 and 114).  

Additional sample noise measurements in spaces of interest are shown as S (in pink) in the 
mark-ups at the end of the memo.  
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Pol 05– Reduction of noise pollution  

The plant noise level from the assessed building, as measured in the locality of the nearest or 
most exposed noise sensitive development, must be at least 5 dB lower than the background 
noise throughout the day and night. 

The proposed spaces in which measurements are proposed are indicated as P (in green), in the 
mark-ups at the end of the memo. The final measurement locations will be select on-site by 
the engineer carrying out the measurements.  

Our 3D plant noise egress model will be updated with the results of the Pol 5 testing for 
comparison to the design criteria and the BREEAM Pol 05 credit criterion. 

Sound insulation 

The separating partitions indicated between units A and B, C and D, and F and E at Level 09 
have been omitted, therefore no sound insulation testing are proposed. 

Required site conditions 

In order that the acoustic testing can be carried out efficiently, and that accurate test results 
can be obtained, the following site conditions are required for the duration of the testing: 

• Quiet conditions – no noisy works can occur in the vicinity of the test rooms. This 
includes works such as hammering, use of power tools, ground works, testing of fire 
alarms etc. We can generally work around quiet finishing works such as decorating, 
although the rooms in which the tests are being carried out must be unoccupied.  

• All partitions and floors complete, including the installation of sockets, completion of 
ceilings etc. 

• All doors and windows must be installed and closeable. 

• All Shell and Core plant items should be installed, commissioned and operating at 
maximum design duty. It would be worthwhile having an MEP engineer in attendance 
to allow equipment to be isolated/switched off if required.  

• Power must be available in all rooms in which sound insulation testing is proposed 
(240V or 110V can be accommodated, but we must be informed of which is available 
prior to attending site). 

• Rooms to be tested must be reasonably clear of building materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
















