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David Dutton <

To: Robert Griffin [ I N
Hi Robert

Hope you are well

Summary
Ecological issues relating to bats, nesting birds, small mammals, rhododendron and mitigation for loss of trees
can be dealt with via condition.

Bats

Buildings and trees on site were surveyd by an experience consultancy, for bat roosting potential and one
emergence survey, late in the survey season carried out on one building. No evidence of bats was found with
all buildings proposed for demolition assessed as having negligible bat roosting potential, with the building for
retention assessed as moderate risk, downgraded to low risk following the emergence survey owing to a high
level of external lighting. In addition as this building with low to moderate potential is to be retained,
reasonable avoidance measures can be applied. | recommend a condition along the following lines is applied
to any permission.

Works associated with the building to be retained including demolition of extensions shall be carried out in
accordance with the details contained in the Ecological Appraisal, Bowland Ecology reference
Section 5.7 as already submitted with the planning application and agreed in principle with the LPA prior to

determination. If works associated with this building are not commenced prior to 1t May 2022 an
additional emergence survey will be carried out.

In addition three trees proposed for removal were assessed as having low bat roosting potential and requiring
further survey. Labelled as BT4 a semi-mature yew, BT5 a holly nd BT7 a semi-mature yew, in the ecological
report. Given they are low risk further and based on the photographs | am happy for further assessment to
occur via condition along the following lines.

The removal of tree called BT4, BT5 and BT7 may have the potential to cause harm to bats as identified in
the Bowland Ecology reference sections 5.8 and appendix E and shall not in any
circumstances occur unless further information on the risk potential to bats has been provided to and
agreed in writing by the local planning authority

Nesting Birds
Trees and shrubs will be lost as a result of the development, potential bird nesting habitat.

No works to trees or shrubs shall occur between the 1t March and 31t August in any year unless a detailed
bird nest survey by a suitably experienced ecologist has been carried out immediately prior to clearance and
written confirmation provided that no active bird nests are present which has been agreed in writing by the
LPA.

Mammals

Habitats on site were assessed as providing potential nesting habitat for hedgehog and grey squirrel dreys
were recorded in some of the trees on the site.

Hedgehog are a UK Biodiversity priority species and therefore a material consideration. | recommend a

condition along the following lines is applied to any permission.
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Prior to any earthworks a resonable avoidance measures method statement for hedgehogs shall be
supplied to and agreed in writing by the LPA

Grey squirrels are included within schedule 9 part 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) ie
they are regarded as a pest species. However it is still illegal to cause them unnecessary suffering. le any
control has to be humane. Felling a tree with an occupied drey would be an offence under the

Invasive Species

Rhododendron was recorded on the site. Rhododendron ponticum is included within schedule 9 part 2 of the
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as amended. It is an offence to introduce or cause to grow wild any plant
listed under this schedule.

It is quite probable that the Rhododendron on site are ornamental varieties not included under schedule 9
part 2. They are also unlike japanese knotweed unlikely to propagate from plant fragments or to have a seed
bank within the soil like himalayan balsam, plus it is not illegal to grow rhododendron on a site such as this. |
am therefore satisfied that the risks of an offence are very low and can be covered by an informative along the
following lines.

It is an offence under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as amended to introduce, plant or cause to grow
wild any plant listed in Schedule 9 part 2 of the Act. Species such as Rhododendron ponticum (purple
flowered species) are included within this schedule. If any Rhododendron or soil contaminated with
Rhododendron is to be taken off site a suitably experienced consultant should be employed to advise on
how to avoid an offence.

Contributing to and Enhancing the Natural Environment

Section 170 of the NPPF 2019 states that the planning policies and decisions should contribute to and
enhance the natural and local environment. The main ecological impacts are loss of trees, loss of associated
bird nesting habitat and loss of associated bat foraging habitat. (The site had high levels of common
pipistrelle activity associated with the trees). Replacement tree planting should therefore be provided to
mitigate for tree loss and in the long term restore bat foraging and bird nesting habitat.

Significant levels of new tree planting are proposed along the boundaries, as well as other planting that will
be an improvement ecologically even if ornamental on the existing habitats on site. The proposals are likely
to be adequate to mitigate and enhance the site in the long term and includes some native species such as
beech and field maple. | would however recommend that the ecological value is improved further by
substituting non-native birches with silver birch (B. pendula).

In terms of the short-term mitigation whilst the trees mature, | recommend provision of bird boxes on mature
retained trees for typical urban/suburban species and to enhance the site for foraging bat by ensuring that
any new external lighting has less unnecessary impacts than the existing external lighting on the retained
trees and retained building. The details can be conditioned via a landscape condition and a separate external
lighting strategy condition along the following lines.

Prior to development an external lighting strategy shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the
LPA. The strategy shall:

e Identify areas/features on site that are potentially sensitive to lighting for bats;

e show how and where lighting will be installed and through appropriate lighting contour plans
demonstrated clearly that any impacts on bats is negligible/less than that previously present on
site;

e  Specify frequency and duration of use.
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David Dutton
Ecologist
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The Covid-19 vaccine Ik o

The Covid-19 vaccine is being rolled out across Tameside and Glossop.

iwhen itis the rfuht time, you will receive an invitation to be vacctinated. au
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Confidentiality: This e-mail its contents and any attachments are intended only for the above
named. As this e-mail may contain confidential or legally privileged information, if you are not, or
suspect that you are not the above named or the person responsible for delivering the message to
the above named, delete or destroy the email and any attachments immediately. The contents of
this e-mail may not be disclosed to nor used by anyone other than the above named.

Security and Viruses: please note that we cannot guarantee that this message or any attachment is
virus free or has not been intercepted and amended.

Monitoring: The Council undertakes monitoring of both incoming and outgoing e-mails. You
should therefore be aware that if you send an e-mail to a person within the Council it may be
subject to any monitoring deemed necessary by the organisation from time to time. The views of
the author may not necessarily reflect those of the Council.

Access: As a public body, the Council may be required to disclose this e-mail (or any response to it)
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, unless the information in it is covered by one of the
exemptions in the Act.
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