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Cornthwaite Tree Care, Unit 10, Crosse Hall Works, Crosse Hall Street, Chorley PR6 0QQ

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Arboricultural Method Statement

Use of Chainsaw

Introduction
The information contained in this generic health and safety Arboricultural Method Statement is to be supported by the information contained in our Arboricultural Risk Assessments and a range of  corporate procedures and protocols dealing with a wide range of health, safety and welfare issues, for example COSHH, first aid, HAVS, LOLER, manual handling and noise management.

The Initial Instruction
Cornthwaite Tree Care shall confirm that client’s detailed requirements are clear and that adequate supporting information is available to ensure that the required task is undertaken on the correct tree.   For example, the client might be expected to provide:

· an agreed specification in some form

· a confirmed location, or a suitable location map

· an indication of priority for the task

· the agreed rate for the task

· written authority to proceed if trees are covered by Conservation Area or TPO Regulations

· a record of particular hazards that may not be obvious to Cornthwaite Tree Care but which may be known to the client

· a site specific Risk Assessment as undertaken on behalf of the client.
This list is not intended to be exhaustive but rather to indicate the range of information that the client may consider providing to Cornthwaite Tree Care to accompany a request for tree works.   

Resources
Cornthwaite Tree Care shall ensure that staff with the appropriate evidence of training, suitable work equipment and the appropriate ppe are available to undertake the task at appropriate times in order to meet the client’s programme.    

At the Work Site
At the agreed work site Cornthwaite Tree Care site representative shall:

· identify and agree the work and assign elements of the task to individual members of staff in accordance with their particular experience, skill and qualifications

· inspect all work equipment and ppe for compliance with all relevant legislation, Regulation, Codes of Practice, contract requirements and industry best practice

· identify appropriate traffic management requirements and effect suitable control measures

· undertake a site specific Risk Assessment and put suitable control measures in place

· create a safe work site

· if appropriate agree a Safe System of Work with the client

Use of Chainsaw

The reader is referred to the following:
· Arb association technical guide 2 Use of tools in the tree

· INDG317 Chainsaws at work published by the HSE,

· FISA 301 Using petrol-driven chainsaws,

· HSE Contract Research Report 402/2001: Safe working methods with top-handled chainsaws

The safety guidelines informing this Generic Health and Safety Method Statement are current industry best practice as promulgated by the Arboricultural Association and the Arboricultural Advisory and Information Service and as laid down in the syllabus for the various NPTC/Scottish Skills Testing Service Certificates of Competence, FISA Safety Guides, Health and Safety Executive publications, current British Standards, current legal requirements and the various contractual requirements as stipulated by the Employer’s representative.
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