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Glendale Countryside, Little Bowbrook, Walton Road, Hartlebury, Worcestershire, DY10 4JA Telephone 01299 253400 Facsimile 01299 253444
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Cornthwaite Tree Care, Unit 10 Crosse Hall Works, Crosse Hall Street, Chorley PR6 0QQ

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


10.2
SITE CONSIDERATIONS

10.2.1
Work Site – Common Factors

	Ref
	Hazard
	Risk
	Persons involved
	Initial Risk
	Industry best practice/guidance
	Further information
(for those at risk)
	Control measures
	Residual Risk

	a
	Works vehicles
	Personal injury from contact with sharp edges (doors, lockers, tailgates, etc.). Work at Height-IE Jump/fall from load bed, trailer, cab, etc.   Crush injuries from tipper bed, trailer, unexpected movement, etc.
	Work team/ client/general public
	Tolerable
Minor-2
	FISA Safety Guide 501, 502, 503, 603, 701, 702, 704: routine preventative maintenance in accordance manufacturers’ recommendations
	Safe Use of ATVs Forestry & Agriculture
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Workplace Transport Safety
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Fall from vehicles
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	All operators trained.   Vehicle manufacturers instruction manual available.   All guards and warnings in place.   Regular vehicle maintenance and servicing.   Loading and securing of load in accordance with Department for Transport guidelines.  Appropriate PPE, such as safety helmet, safety boots and suitable gloves.
	Tolerable

Low-1

	b
	Theft of work equipment from works vehicles.   Theft of works vehicles, including trailed loads. 
	Serious injury/ fatality arising from untrained use by abusers who mis-use stolen work equipment.   Severe injury from contact with stolen vehicle moving at speed.   Jump/fall from load bed, trailer, cab, etc.   Crush injuries from tipper bed, trailer, unexpected movement, etc.
	Abuser/ mis-user/ general public/ work team/ client/ emergency services personnel
	Tolerable
Minor-2
	Internal procedures designed to ensure security of work equipment on site
	
	Awareness training for all operators.   Do not leave machinery running when unattended; do not leave ignition keys in unattended vehicles or idle plant such as brushwood chippers or stump grinders.   Timing of operations in sensitive areas (see also 2.6 Working in sensitive/emotionally charged locality).   Regular vehicle servicing and maintenance.   All guards and warnings in place.   Loading and securing of load in accordance with Department for Transport guidelines.
	Tolerable

Low-1

	c
	Use of hand tools
	Cuts, muscular strain
	Work team
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Arb Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 use of Tools in the Tree

FISA Safety Guides  302, 304, 307, 
	
	Sharp and or edged tools guarded when not in use.   Safe stance/positioning.   Safe working distance from colleagues.   PPE.
	Tolerable

1-Low

	d
	Manual handling
	Muscular strain/ back injury, crush injuries
	Work team
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	HSE INDG145 “Watch Your Back”.HSE INDG317 “Chainsaws at work”:HSE Manual handling Assessment Charts INDG 383 FISA Safety Guide 301, 302, 303, 304: internal training and procedure
	Manual Handling at work
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Chainsaws at Work
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	Avoid manual lifting where practicable: use mechanical aids.  
  Move smaller pieces.   Use ergonomic work systems, Work planning- IE 2 man lifts,  PPE.

	Tolerable

1-Low

	e
	Weather – extremes of temperature, wet, windy, electrical storms
	Poor visibility, loss of grip/ slipping, physiological stress, hypothermia
	Work team
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Arb Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

 FISA  Safety Guide 302,802 : 
	working in forestry industry safely
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	Assess the type of work being undertaken and change task if the work can be carried out safely.

Stop work if there is no safe work options.

Weather resistant PPE is supplied and kept in good condition. 
	Tolerable

1-Low

	f
	Terrain
	Slipping/ tripping
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	FISA Safety Guide 302, 307, 802. 
	PPE at Work
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	Prepare site.   Change task.   Change access.   Appropriate footwear with good tread for staff and good tyres for vehicles
	Tolerable

1-Low


	g
	Access equipment – ladders, steps and temporary platforms.

See also 5.4 Mobile elevated work platform (MEWP)
	Falling, injury from falling object, concussion, crushing
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High

	Arb Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 use of Tools in the Tree Arb Association Tec-guide 5

Use of MEWP in tree work

HSE information sheet MISC 614 Preventing falls from boom-type mobile elevating work platforms: internal training and procedure to meet requirements of LOLER
	Selecting and Managing MEWP
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	All climbing staff fully trained and competent.   Ensure stability, especially on soft/made-up ground.   Ladders should only be used for a short period and for access, not as a working platform.    Follow manufacturers’ safety instructions.   Regular inspections and thorough examinations of all lifting equipment.
Pre-use checks to be carried out and recorded.
Rescue plan to be in place with rescue kit on site
	Tolerable

1-Low


	h
	Powered tools and machinery
	Cut injuries, crushing, electrocution, infection from hydraulic oil
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Operator’s certificates: FISA Safety Guide 301-310-501-604-704

 internal & external training and procedure

	Staff Training after Brexit
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Using work equipment safely
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Health and Safety Training
[image: image11.png]



	All staff using equipment to be fully trained full and have access to machinery manuals and records.   Manufacturers guidelines to be followed.

Also guidance published by HSE etc.
Pre-use checks to be carried out and recorded on all work equipment.
	Tolerable

1-Low


10.2.2
SITE CONSIDERATIONS

	a
	Needle stick injuries - staff or other personnel on site suffer injury from communicable disease, e.g. HIV, Hepatitis B and TB

See also 1 Emergency Contingencies

	Fatality, ill health, worsening of condition, complications.   Viral infection, psychological trauma – may be caused by contact with discarded hypodermic syringes
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Use correct PPE with litter picking devises to allow distance clearing placing sharps into correct containment vessel. 

Health monitoring and surveillance
	Blood Borne viruses
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PPE
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	Identify sites with the potential to harbour discarded hypodermic syringes and treat with caution.   Where the risk of injury is real then use “sharps” containers for the acceptable disposal of syringes.   Under no circumstances shall syringes be re-sheathed because of risk of needle stick injury.    Work over tarpaulins, or get the local authority’s Rapid Response Team to clear the site if it is heavily infested with spent hypodermic syringes.   Appropriate PPE and First Aid Kit on site.   Staff trained and certificated in First Aid.   All staff know site location and means of contacting emergency services.    Treat all blood or body fluid as infected and take universal precautions i.e. use of gloves, wash hands thoroughly, bag items carefully and seal bag.    Be aware.    Items of concern should be carefully handled with non-powdered low allergen latex gloves and disposed of correctly.   

Appropriate medical support and post exposure treatment, counselling.   Guidance published NHS, Primary Care Trusts, HSE etc.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	b
	Stings or bites
	Transmitted infections (bacterial or viral)/ allergic reactions following insect sting or bite
	Work team/ client/ general public
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Health monitoring and surveillance
	
	Identify any team member with specific allergy.   Identify the animal or the vegetation with the potential to cause harm and monitor animal activity and movement and treat with caution.   Where the risk of injury is real then use the appropriatePPE.   First Aid training.   Guidance published by AAIS, AA, HSE etc.   Programme service delivery for most appropriate time/season.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	c
	Tick borne diseases
	Lyme disease, infection from the bacteria called Borrelia burgdorferi carried by deer or sheep ticks, irritation of areas affected by ticks
	Work team/ client/ general public: most likely from May to October
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Reporting of any ill health.  Operatives at risk should maintain regular health checks.

“Tick bites and Lyme disease”, Kingston and Richmond & Twickenham PCT
	
	Where deer are believed to be present wear long trousers tucked into socks, long sleeves buttoned at wrist and tucked in at waist during May – October
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	d
	Salmonella
	Fatality, ill health
	Work team/ client/ general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Reporting of any ill health.  Operatives at risk should maintain regular health checks
	
	Be aware, wear gloves and wash thoroughly before eating, smoking etc
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	e
	Tetanus
	Fatality, ill health
	Work team/ client/ general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Regular booster injections.   Reporting of any ill health.  Operatives at risk should maintain regular health checks
	Blood Borne viruses
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	Keep anti-tetanus injections up to date.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	f
	Dog and cat faeces
	Toxocariasis: loss of sight, ill health
	Work team/ client/ general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Health monitoring and surveillance
	
	Be aware, wear gloves and wash thoroughly before eating, smoking etc. Where there is a large amount of faeces, stop work and called site to be cleaned before work commences.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	g
	Urine from infected rats
	Weils Disease

(Leptospirosis) transmitted to humans by contact with urine from infected rats: fatality, ill-health
	Anyone who is exposed to rats, rat or cattle urine: those in contact with canal and river water are also at risk
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Reporting of any ill health.  Operatives at risk should maintain regular health checks. HSE INDG84 Leptospirosis – are you at risk?
	(Weils disease) Ldeptospirosis
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	Wear protective clothing.  Cover all cuts and broken skin with waterproof plasters before and during work.  Wash hands after handling contaminated clothing or other materials and always before eating, drinking or smoking.   Carry a card to alert the medical services to the fact that you have been working near water if you present with flu like symptoms.   See local Public Health Laboratory Service or hospital consultant microbiologist for advice and serological testing
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor


10.2
SITE CONSIDERATIONS

	Ref
	Hazard
	Risk
	Persons involved
	Initial Risk
	Industry best practice/guidance
	Date issued
	Control measures
	Residual Risk

	10.2.3
	Power lines – over and underground
	Electrocution, contact with live lines, fatality, loss of consciousness, serious burns
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	FISA Guide 804 Arb Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 use of Tools in the Tree

HSE HSG47 “Avoiding danger from underground services”: NJUG 10 “Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of Utility Services in Proximity to Trees”: NPTC suite of certificates of competence in Utility Arboriculture (if working within vicinity zones)
	HSG 47 Avoiding services
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GS6 Avoiding danger
overhead power lines
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	Staff trained.   Observe safe working distances – no work within 15m of any overhead power line without contacting Regional electricity Company (REC).   If working within vicinity zone follow instructions and procedures of REC.   Shut down power.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	10.2.4
	Other utility wayleaves, for example telephone lines, gas mains, water or sewage pipes
	Rupturing gas/ water/ telecomm supplies: explosions, fatality, loss of consciousness, serious burns; flooding loss of communication ability, loss of data
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 use of Tools in the Tree

HSE HSG47 “Avoiding danger from underground services”: NJUG 10 “Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of Utility Services in Proximity to Trees”
	HSG 47 Avoiding services
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GS6 Avoiding danger
overhead power lines
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	Establish existence/position of wayleaves.   Utilities’ site plans.   CAT scanner used by trained operator.   Avoid excavation or excavate by hand.   Avoid significant ground impact from falling timber.   Avoid contact with overhead lines.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	10.2.5
	Buildings or other obstructions
	Trees/parts of trees in contact with building or obstruction
	Work team/ client/general public
	Acceptable Risk 

2-Minor


	Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 use of Tools in the Tree FISA Guides 301-302-30-310  Staff to hold NPTC Certificates of Competence 
	
	Work planning.   All staff trained and certificated in felling and dismantling operations.   Buildings evacuated as necessary.
	Tolerable

1-Low

	10.2.6
	Working near roads/ footpaths/ public areas
	Trees/parts of trees hitting passing traffic/ pedestrians.   Work team struck by passing traffic fatality, loss of limbs, serious injury
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

4-High


	Association Tec-guide 1 Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue

Arb Association Tec-guide 2 Department for Transport Approved Code of Practice “Safety at street works and road works” to support NRSWA: internal training and procedure
	
	Staff trained to appropriate level.   At least one certificated operator on site on public roads.   Adequate staff on site to maintain traffic control.   Use of “Hi-viz” clothing/PPE.   Public excluded from work area: signs, barriers, tape.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor

	10.2.7
	Working in sensitive/ emotionally charged locality
	Offending or alienating the general public/ work team becoming the victim of verbal or physical abuse, serious injury
	Work team/ client/general public/local special interest group/anti- social element of local community
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Early start, completion of required works as soon as practicable, clear work site and if necessary return the following morning.   Use of hand tools where possible for pruning works, take brash off-site without chipping to reduce the risk that noise shall signal the presence of the work team
	
	Use of hand tools where possible for pruning works.   Clear work site, take prunings off site without chipping to reduce the risk that noise may cause nuisance and/or signal that the work team is present.   Refer situation to supervisor/ team leader/manager/ client.   Seek to calm the tensions.   Guide and educate the general public
	Tolerable

1-Low

	10.2.8
	Site Security to stop any unauthorized site access 
	Lone working 
	Personnel  on site on a watch and report   
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate


	Site welfare unit on site.
Member of staff to have full view of equipment from inside welfare unit.

Mobile Phone on personnel at all times.

Phone to be fully charged and charger on site and have emergency contact numbers pre-programmed and saved.  
	
	Access to and from site area to be demonstrated on site.
No requirements to patrol site watch from welfare unit.

Do not approach unidentified persons accessing site 
CONTACT POLICE

Using number supplied by your supervisor.
All equipment to have window guards fitted and isolator switch in the off position and isolator key removed.
	Acceptable Risk

2-Minor


These Risk Assessments are to be reviewed at 3 month intervals, or when there is a change in staff, equipment or work activity.

The next review is scheduled to be completed by 31 January 2002.
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