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Overhead Line Equipment Method Statement
Overhead Line Equipment (OLE) provides trains with 25,000 volts AC, or, where a tram or metro trains use the line, up to 1500 volts DC. You can only go on or near a line with OLE if your Sentinel card includes the qualification 'PTS AC' Always assume that the OLE, and anything in contact with it, is live and extremely dangerous Work can take place with the electricity still on but only if you are certain that no member of your group or anything they are using will go within 2.75 metres (9 feet) of any live parts of the OLE. If this is not possible, the electricity must be switched off and the relevant parts of the OLE isolated. No work can be carried out on vegetation, bushes, trees or parts of tree which overhang or lay within the 2.75 metres (9 feet) of overhead line equipment. Where work is required in these areas the electricity must be switched off and the relevant parts of the OLE isolated. Isolations are usually pre-planned and can only be carried out by a Nominated Person, known as an NP. You cannot start work until the NP has confirmed: • which part of the OLE have been isolated and is safe to approach • which part, if any is still live and dangerous • the limits within which it is safe to work • the type of work which can be carried out • the time by which your work must be finished The NP will then issue the COSS with an Overhead Line Permit, known as a Form C, which they both need to sign. The COSS must keep this permit with them until the work is finished or another COSS takes over. The COSS will brief the details of the permit to the team. Remember, non-electric trains and on-track plant could still approach even with the overhead line isolation Reference: Network Rail Risk Control Sheets: OLE
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