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Cornthwaite Tree Care, Unit 10 Crosse Hall Works, Crosse Hall Street, Chorley PR6 0QQ
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10.3
Environmental Considerations
Site:  
Various
	Ref
	Hazard
	Risk
	Persons involved
	Initial Risk
	Industry best practice/guidance
	Date issued
	Control measures
	Residual Risk

	10.3.1
	Mineral oil/ in or near watercourses.

Tree work adjacent to watercourses.
Pesticide use
	Pollution threat to aquatic life forms, be they plant or animal.

Sawdust, chippings, brushwood, timber causing blockage to watercourse.
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable
3-Moderate
	BS 3998:1989 “Recommendations for Tree Work”, BS 5837: 2005 “Trees in relation to construction.   Recommendations”.

Forestry Commission “Forests and water guidelines”

Countryside and Rights of Way 

HSE Guidance for the use of pesticides, planning and prep and safe disposal of pesticides
	Working with pesticides
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Planning and prep pesticides
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Disposal of Pesticides
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	Refuelling of vehicles, plant and equipment to be carried out away from watercourses in designated refuelling area, spill kit and fire extinguisher on site and available at all time. 
Where practicable pesticides mix prior to arrival on site.

No mixing and decanting of pesticides and herbicides or other chemicals in the vicinity of a watercourse.
Unused mixed pesticides removed from site in sealed container for reuse or disposal following the disposal of pesticides guidance.
Gain Environment Agency licence for herbicide application within 20m of a watercourse.
 Remove arisings from site were practicable.  
Ensure that watercourses and watercourse banks are kept clear of arisings from tree work
	Tolerable
1-Low

	10.3.2
	Proposed work adjacent to protected species/ habitats
	Damage to protected species or habitat.

Damage to badger setts and so community of badgers.

Disturbance to resting or roosting places.

Disturbance to habitat.


	Work team/ client/general- public/ Wildlife
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate
	Wildlife and Countryside act as amended

EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds, EC Directive on Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna  (EC Directive EC Water Framework Directive
The Deer Act  The Protection of Badgers
 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

English Nature “Badgers and development” IN7.5, “Focus on bats” IN9.4

English Nature “Bat mitigation guidelines 

Arboricultural Association Guidance Note 1 “Trees and Bats” 
	Wildlife and habitat conservation
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	Carry out visual check before works commence.   If protected species present either:

· delay works until animal moves off of its own accord (e.g. otter, snake etc.). or

· delay works until a non-critical season – out of breeding or migration season, or

· change scope of works to avoid disturbance of habitat, or

· obtain relevant licence from English Nature (badger sett, bats, crayfish, watervoles).

as appropriate for the species or habitat present.

Groundworks close to an active badger sett will require a license from English Nature. 
	Tolerable

1-Low

	10.3.3
	Excessive noise or noise at inappropriate times.

Excessive dust.
	Loss of enjoyment of property through noise or dust.
	Work team/ client/general public
	Intolerable 

3-Moderate
	Control of Noise at Work Regulations  apply to staff, noise abatement regulations may apply to third parties.
Wear correct ear protection with SNR no less than 30 

Control of Noise at Work
	Noise at Work Guidance
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Noise at Work
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Dust at Work
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	Only use correctly maintained and silenced vehicles, plant and equipment.

Unless emergency work, limit working hours to 8:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday.

Site shredding equipment to avoid wind blowing debris onto private property
FPP3 dust masks to be worn if staff cannot avoid wind blow dust
	Tolerable

1-Low

	10.3.4
	Bio-security
	Transferring infection from known /unknown infected sites to previously uninfected site. 


	mechanism of transfer (staff shoe, equipment, clothing, vehicle, machinery, plant material)
	This may be dependent on time of year (consider life/reproductive cycle of bacteria/virus/fungi) type of event
	Pre site survey prior to work commencing if client highlights possible risk of invasive species.  Keep to footpaths where possible Avoid where out breaks are extensive, particularly where operations are underway. 

Ensure appropriate biosecurity cleaning stations are in place for vehicles, equipment, footwear (particularly in known high risk zones 
	
	No bio-security issues identified on site by client.

CTC staff to be vigilant on if required organise the site activity in such an order that the lowest risk areas are visited first (i.e. those with no know infection)  

Decontaminate. brush clothing and equipment, wash boots, leave debris at the location. 

Park on” clean” roads/paths and remain as free of infected debris as possible. 

Soil and mud from “dirty”  roads to be removed either onsite, or before visiting next venue.  (i.e. using a garage jet wash or similar off site) 


	No-further action required


These Risk Assessments are to be reviewed at 3 month intervals, or when there is a change in staff, equipment or work activity.

The next review is scheduled to be completed by 31 January 2002.
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