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1.0 Introduction   
       

1.1 We have been instructed by Colin Walker to undertake a tree survey prior to 

development works at land at the end of Walker Road in Blackley Greater 

Manchester, M9 6RE.  The OS grid reference for the site is SD 86163 03848, 

with a red line boundary plan attached as Figure 1.  Figure two is an aerial map 

of the site. 

 

1.2 The survey is in accordance with British Standards 5837: 2012 ;Trees in 

Relation to Design, Demolition & Construction – Recommendations’. 

 

1.3 All trees have been inspected and surveyed from the ground level.  If required 

canopy assessment can be carried out. 

 

1.4 Trees are dynamic living organisms that undergo periods of rapid change 

depending on many factors.  The recommendations in this report are 

dependent on the condition of the trees at the time of survey. 

 

1.5  

 

 
Figure 1: Red line boundary of site 
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Figure 2: Map view of the proposed development site   
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2.0 Methodology 
      

2.1 This tree survey has been carried out under current guidelines for tree works.  

Recommendations are based on best practice and British Standards 5837: 2012 

;Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition & Construction – Recommendations’.  

A retention category has been assigned to significant specimens with a group 

of young trees assessed and identified as sapling group T6. 

2.2 All significant surveyed trees have been identified and are presented as T1-T5.  

The survey schedule is presented in Appendix one of this report.  The location 

of the trees is presented in Appendix two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Land at Walker Road Manchester M9 6RE                September 2021 

PAGE 5 

3.0 Site Overview 
     

3.1 The site is situated at the end of Walker Road in Blackley within the county of 

Greater Manchester.  It is immediately North of Rochdale Road and South of 

Victoria Avenue in a mixed residential and commercial location.  Residential 

properties are located to the South and West of the site.  Commercial 

properties are to the North.  A Post Office is to the East.  Immediately South 

of the site is a tree and shrubbery lined footpath. 

3.2 To the West of the site is T1, a young multi-stem specimen. 

3.3 There is a line of mature trees to the South of the site inside the red boundary 

lines that comprises T2, T3, T4 and T5. 

3.4 There is a group of approx. 35 very young trees identified as T6 to the far West 

of the site. 
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4.0 Discussion 
     

4.1 All trees in the boundary line have been surveyed from the ground level.  The 

results are presented in the following table one.  There are 5 individual trees 

and one group.  These are identified in categories of retention A, B, C or R. 

 

Retention Category Individual Trees Groups of Trees 

A 

High Quality 

T2, T3  

B 

Moderate Quality 

  

C 

Low Quality 

T1, T4, T5 T6 

R  

Remove 

 T4, T5  

Table 1: Retention Table 

4.2 All trees in the R Category should be removed due to reasons of good 

aboricultural practice or health and safety irrespective of development plans. 

4.3 Trees in Categories A and B should be retained where possible on the 

development site and the design and layout of the plans should incorporate 

these trees. 

4.4 Trees in Category C may be removed as part of planning contexts without a 

significant impact on biodiversity or arboricultural value. 
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5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 Tress selected for retention should received recommended remedial work as 

outlined in Appendix one.  Furthermore these specimens should be protected 

for the duration of any construction work with appropriate temporary 

barriers.  A list of appropriate barriers is contained within the British 

Standards 5837: 2012 ;Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition & Construction 

– Recommendations’ and protective measures should be included in the 

arboricultural method statement for the site once planning is approved. 

5.2 Prior to any demolition works trees in the R category should be removed. 

5.3 All tree works should be carried out by contractors that are suitably qualified 

and experienced and must conform to British Standards 3998: 2010 ‘Tree 

Work – Recommendations’. 

5.4 Works to any trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders or within a 

Conservation Area – this guideline does not apply to any of these trees. 

5.5 It is a criminal offence under normal circumstances to disturb or destroy 

(whether intentional or unintentional) the nesting sites of wild birds or the 

roosting sites of bats.  An ecological report should be carried out to determine 

the presence of each species. 

5.6 Works to be carried out should avoid the optimal bird nesting season (Mid-

March to the end of July).  Trees should be surveyed for signs of bat roosts 

and/or bat activity prior to commencement of works under an ecological 

appraisal. 
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6.0 Appendices 

Appendix One: Tree Survey Schedule 

 
 Specimen 

Age 

Class 

H CS CC SD Vigour Amenity Condition Recommendations 

T

1 

Sycamore Young 1.9 1.7 0.4 0.9 Low Low Fair condition 

Evidence of 

black leaf 

fungus 

Remove with no 

impact to ecology 

or amenity 

T

2 

Sycamore Mature 12 9 1.9 1.4 Normal High Good  Crown thin and 

raise with canopy 

reduction 

T

3 

Sycamore Mature 11 8 1.7 1.2 Normal High Good Crown thin and 

raise with canopy 

reduction 

T

4 

 Ash Mature 11 8 1.8 2.4 Low High Diseased – 

Large hollow, 

woodworm 

and die back 

Previous 

branch failure 

Remove as 

defective 

irrespective of 

planning 

application 

T

5 

Ash Mature 11 9 1.6 2.3 Low Moderate Diseased –

Woodworm 

and die back 

Previous 

scaffold 

branch failures 

Remove as 

defective 

irrespective of 

planning 

application 

T

6 

Ash, Silver 

birch, 

Sycamore 

Young 2.2 2 0.7 0.5 Low Low Significantly 

affected by 

black leaf 

fungus 

Remove with no 

impact to ecology 

or amenity 

 

6.1 Guide to Table: H = Height CS = Canopy Spread CC = Crown Clearance SD = 

Stem Diametre 

6.2 Vigour: Objective assessment of a tree’s vigour: Normal or Low 

6.3 Amenity: Subjective assessment of a tree’s contribution to the amenity value 

of the area: High to Low 

6.4 Condition: Good, Fair or Poor based on the general health and structural 

condition of the tree 

6.5 Recommendations: remedial works to facilitate retention or recommendation 

to remove 
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Appendix Two: Site Plan with Tree Location 
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Appendix Three: BS5837 Table One – Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment 

 

 


