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1.0 Introduction 
Manchester Royal Infirmary moved to its present Oxford Road site in 1908 from Piccadilly to 
new buildings designed by architects Edwin T Hall and John Brooke in the Edwardian style. 
The main building on Oxford Road which is now part of the Trust Headquarters was officially 
opened by King Edward VIII in 1909. 
 
The Lecture Theatres are situated on the ground and first floors of the Grade II listed building 
off Nelson Street which houses the Undergraduate Education North facilities and is commonly 
known as the Old School of Physio. 
It was originally the old Outpatients Department for Manchester Royal Infirmary and was also 
the old laundry R&D prior to being reconfigured (see Fig 01 below). 
 

 
 
Fig 01 – Outpatients Waiting Area – no rooflight to proposed areas (circa 1920’s) 
 

 
 
Fig 02 – Original Cross Section Drawing (circa 1920’s) 



 

 

 

There is little information as to the date of construction or who designed it however other 
buildings around the site which were designed in a similar style and have now been 
demolished were constructed in the 1920’s and it is assumed that the Old School of Physio 
was constructed in a similar timeframe. 
The earliest OS map reference shows the building in 1922 (see Fig 03 below). 
 
The main building in keeping with other buildings that were on the site prior to demolition under 
the PFI project is also in the Edwardian style and consists of a concrete structure with external 
facing brick and painted timber windows with stone banding and keystones above the existing 
windows. 
The basement was originally the Pharmacy and the building continued in its original function 
until the new MRI was opened in 1990. 
 
 

 
 

Fig 03 – Aerial View of Original Building (circa 1920’s) 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Fig 04 – External Façade (present day) 
 
 
The central hospital site has seen considerable investment with a new hospital built under the 
Private Finance Initiative in 2009 and the School of Physio building was extended as part of 
the PFI project and modified with a single storey extension using facing brick with polyester 
powder coated aluminium windows externally with internal modifications to the ground floor to 
create what is now Education North accommodating teaching facilities and lecture theatres. 
There is also evidence of previous window replacement work to the main building with UPVC 
windows especially to the 1st floor gable elevation. 
The existing windows to the first floor are original being painted timber, fixed lights in 
segmented panes with arched heads which have been incorporated into the curved 
plasterboard ceilings creating an inverse eyebrow effect aperture internally. 
 
 
2.0 Proposals 
Three of the existing timber windows require replacing as are clearly damaged beyond repair. 
It is proposed that these will be replaced with hardwood windows, double glazed to meet 
current building regulations and constructed to match the existing profiles and glazing beads. 
Due to the damaged windows being replaced with double glazed and the possibility of unseen 
damage to the remaining windows it is proposed to replace the 10 windows within the lecture 
theatres (windows outside of the theatres will remain as existing). 
 
 
2.1 Impact 
The impact to the aesthetics of the building should be minimal as the new windows will match 
the existing in so far as proportions and profiles 
 
 
2.2 Access 
Not affected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

2.3 Materials/Aesthetic Impact 
Windows will be painted in gloss white to match existing 
 

EXISTING  PROPOSED 

External Windows   

Painted timber, white gloss  Painted timber, white gloss 

 
 
2.4 Summary 
The works are required due to major damage to the existing windows and to prevent further 
damage to the buildings fabric 
 
 
3.0 Existing Materials Affected under Proposals 
 

 
 
Fig 05 – Existing Damaged Windows Example 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Fig 06 – Existing Damaged Windows Example 


