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It is expected that further areas of damage to the timber 
members through historic water damage could be uncovered 
as the finishes are removed. Previous involvement with 
comparable buildings in Manchester City Centre have displayed 
similar issues which have been documented and successfully 
remediated.

Where replacement of timber sections is required, it is 
proposed that the affected timber is cut out and replaced with 
the same species and grade of timber where possible, utilising 
scarf joints where appropriate to the situation. An example of a 
splayed scarf joint with a wedge system is indicated in Figure 
1 and would be utilised at the end of members suffering from 
water damage and or rot.
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Overview of Proposed 
Works

4.2

Extent of roof repair

The roofs are to be stripped to enable the installation of 

a new breathable membrane and insulation, damaged or 

missing tiles will be replaced. Once the roof is stripped back 

a full inspection of the roof members will be possible.

It is expected that further areas of damage to the timber 

members through historic water damage will be uncovered 

as the finishes are removed, and from previous involvement 

with similar buildings similar issues have been noted and 

successfully remediated.

•	 Each situation requiring repair will be assessed for the 

most appropriate remedial action.

•	 Structural integrity, ensure the structural members are 

capable of taking the loads they may have to bear.

•	 Minimal intervention, retain the maximum amount of 

historic timber and minimise alteration lor introduction of 

new elements. Consider the impact of the repair process 

on the component and the structure, including access 

issues, the viability of moving the timbers for repair, and 

the extent of damage which might be done to other 

building elements in executing the repair.

•	 Reversibility, try to ensure that alterations and additions 

can be undone without harm to the fabric.

•	 Like for like, where possible, use the same materials and 

techniques as previously used.

•	 Honesty, make the solution honest but aesthetically and 

architecturally elegant and either neat or invisible.

Documentation, record the fabric before intervention and 

document the intervention itself so that future conservation 

work is well informed.

Where replacement of timber sections is required, it is 

proposed that the affected timber is cut out and replaced 

with the same species and grade of timber where possible, 

utilising scarf joints where appropriate to the situation. An 

example of a splayed scarf joint with a wedge system is 

indicated in Figure 3 and would be utilised at the end of 

members suffering from water damage and or rot.

In addition to the investigation and repair of damaged 

members it is recommended that the trusses are cleaned of 

dirt and debris and that bolted connections are checked for 

tightness.

Extent of roof refurbishment

•	 repointing of parapet walls to prevent further damage 

from water ingress; further repointing of northern 

external wall adjacent to 6 Tariff Street.

•	 repair/replace existing rainwater goods where necessary; 

any replacement rainwater goods to be cast in iron on a 

like-for-like basis.

•	 installation of PIR insulation between existing rafters and 

new insulated breather membrane to provide greater air 

flow and reduce the risk of dam/condensation forming.

•	 existing lead work to be repaired/replaced where 

necessary to Lead Sheet Association Standards.

Proposal of new roof light

•	 demolition of existing brick structure at attic level and 

above roof level.

•	 span expose lift shaft with timber beams and floor 

boards to create walkable floor space.enclose exposed 

roof penetration on a like for like basis to existing roof 

construction, PIR insualtion to be installed between new 

rafters with insulated breather membrane to provide 

sufficient air flow.

•	 construct timber window box within new roofing section 

to install conservation roof light between the rafters.

•	 new lead work to be applied where necessary to Lead 

Sheet Association Standards.
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Figure 3 – Example of a scarf joint 
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Figure 1 - Example of scarf joint

•	 Each situation requiring repair will be assessed for the most 
appropriate remedial action.

•	 Structural integrity, ensure the structural members are 
capable of taking the loads they may have to bear. Minimal 
intervention, retain the maximum amount of historic timber 
and minimise alteration or introduction of new elements. 
Consider the impact of the repair process on the component 
and the structure, including access issues, the viability of 
moving the timbers for repair, and the extent of damage 
which might be done to other building elements in executing 
the repair.

•	 Reversibility, try to ensure that alterations and additions can 
be undone without harm to the fabric.

•	 Like for like, where possible, use the same materials and 
techniques as previously used.

•	 Honesty, make the solution honest but aesthetically and 
architecturally elegant and either neat or invisible.

•	 Documentation, record the fabric before intervention and 
document the intervention itself so that future conservation 
work is well informed.

•	 All works are to be undertaken on a like-for-like basis and 
to be constructed in a traditional manner. 

•	 Replacement timber battens are to be manufactured using 
traditional joinery methods with the appropriate nails and 
fixings. 

•	 All existing trusses and purlins are to be left as are and do 
not require any remedial repair works. Existing roof battens 
are to be removed and replaced with new timber.

•	 In addition to the investigation and repair of damaged 
members it is recommended that the trusses are cleaned 
of dirt and debris and that bolted connections are checked 
for tightness.


